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I.  INTRODUCTION 


A.  Background 

^The  Ocean  Remote  Sensing  Laboratory  (ORSL)  has  been  studying  internal 
waves  using  remote  sensing  techniques  employing  three  different  types  of  ob- 
servational platforms:  ships,  aircraft,  and  spacecraft,  (Apel  et  al.,  1975a; 
Proni  and  Apel,  1975;  Apel  et  al . , 1 975b) . v -internal  waves  and  their  manifes- 
tations have  been  observed  using  the  following  techniques: 

(1 ) . Satel 1 ite  mul tispectral  scanning  imagers  (principally  in  the  visible 

and  near-infrared); 

(2)  Radar--both  coherent  imaging  radar  and  standard  meteorological 
radar  (all  from  aircraft) ; 

(3) "+land-held  visible  photography  (from  spacecraft,  aircraft,  and  ship; 

(4)  Ship-towed  thermistors;  a.vA 

( 5 ) ^»STD  and  XBT  casts.  ^ 

\ 

The  first  internal  wave  observations  made  by  ORSL  were  those  obtained 
using  Landsat-1  (formerly  Erts-1)  images.  The  internal  waves  manifested  them- 
selves through  their  ocean  surface  signatures  which  were  detectable  using 
digitally  or  photographically  enhanced  images.  Apel  et  al.  (1975a,  figs.  2 
and  3)  show  very  early  unenhanced  and  enhanced  Landsat-1  images  in  the  area 
of  the  New  York  continental  shelf.  The  standard  Landsat-1  data  presentation 
is  not  designed  for  the  study  of  oceanographic  effects.  It  was  discovered 
early  on  that  enhancement  of  contrast  in  the  intensity  range  of  the  ocean 
image  brings  out  subtle  surface  features,  such  as  internal -wave  signatures 
(Apel  et  al . , 1976).  Apel  et  al.  (1975a  and  1976)  present  a discussion  of 
some  enhancement  techniques  investigated  in  this  laboratory.  These  two  refer- 
ences and  the  reference  to  Apel  et  al . (1975b)  are  appended  to  this  report. 

The  'tudy  of  enhancement  techniques  is  continuing  at  a special  image-processing 
laboratory  constructed  at  the  Pacific  Marine  Environmental  Laboratory,  NOAA. 
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Several  facts  emerged  from  the  early  Landsat-1  observations: 

(1)  The  Internal  waves  were  being  detected  as  a consequence  of  their 
surface  signature,  which  is  apparently  a modulation  of  the  surface  optical 
reflectivity. 

(2)  The  Internal  waves  occurred  in  groups  or  packets.  Along  the  U.S. 
continental  shelf  the  surface  signature  of  these  packets  consists  of  several 
oscillations  with  individual  wavelength  200-1000  m,  the  total  packet  width 
being  3-5  km. 

(3)  Along  the  U.S.  continental  shelf  the  packets  are  separated  by  distances 
that  are  on  the  order  of  either  15  or  30  km,  which,  together  with  the  esti- 
mated speed  of  propagation,  suggests  either  semidiurnal  or  diurnal  origin. 

(4)  As  the  group  progresses  up  the  continental  shelf,  there  is  evidence 
of  a continued  lengthening  of  the  waves,  especially  at  the  front  of  the  packet. 

(5)  Of  the  four  spectral  bands  on  Landsat-1,  bands  5 (0.6-0. 7 pm)  and 

6 (0.7-0. 8 pm)  have  proven  most  useful  in  identifying  internal  wave  signatures. 

After  these  early  deductions  were  made  concerning  the  existence  and 
characteristics  of  internal  waves,  it  became  clear  that  a "sea-truth"  experi- 
ment was  necessary  in  order  to  prove  the  wave  hypothesis.  It  was,  after  all, 
an  assumption  that  the  periodic  features  seen  in  Landsat-1  images  were  basi- 
cally surface  slicks  associated  with  an  underlying  field  of  internal  waves, 
as  described,  for  example,  by  Lafond  (1962).  (Examples  of  earlier  ship  and 
aircraft  observations  of  internal  waves  are  shown  by  Apel  et  al.,  1975a,  fig.  1.) 
It  was  decided  to  undertake  a research  cruise  to  verify  that  indeed  an  internal - 
wave  field  underlay  the  satellite-observed  signatures. 


B.  Purpose 

The  New  York-to-Bermuda  Remote  Sensing  Experiment  (NYBERSEX)  had  as  its 
prime  objective  the  verification  of  the  internal-wave  interpretation  of  periodic 
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features  observed  In  Landsat-1  imagery.  Specific  observational  conclusions 
from  the  Landsat-1  imagery  were  drawn  regarding  internal-wave  characteristics. 
The  characteristics  to  be  verified  by  shipboard  observations  follow: 

(1)  The  presence  of  an  oceanic  internal-wave  field  underlying  a satellite 
observed  periodic  surface  signature. 

(2)  Change  in  surface-wave  structure  (e.g.,  the  presence  of  "slicks") 
discernable  from  shipboard  occurs  with  the  passage  of  an  internal - 
wave  field. 

(3)  The  accuracy  with  which  internal-wave  characteristics  were  mirrored 
in  the  Landsat-1  observations.  Characteristics  of  the  internal 


waves  include  the  following: 

(a)  Internal  waves  occur  in  discreet,  well-delineated  packets; 

(b)  Wavelengths  present  in  the  packets  are  on  the  order  of  200- 
1000  m; 

(c)  Lateral  dimensions  of  a packet  are  on  the  order  of  2-4  km  in 
the  direction  of  propagation  and  on  the  order  of  tens  of  kilo- 
meters or  more  in  the  direction  along  the  crests  (i.e.,  perpen- 
dicular to  the  direction  of  propagation  and  in  the  plane  of  the 
ocean's  surface); 

(d)  Interpacket  separation  is  appropriate  for  either  diurnal  or 
semidiurnal  excitation,  or  both; 

(e)  Wavelength  decreases  with  distance  from  the  front  to  the  back 
of  the  wave  packet; 

(f)  Orientation  of  constant  phase  surfaces--i .e. , a crest  or  trough-- 
1s  roughly  parallel  to  the  local  isobaths  (i.e.,  topographic 
orientation) . 
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(4)  In  addition  to  these  well-defined  satellite  data  verification  qoals, 
additional  basic  research  goals  were  formulated.  These  Included  the  following: 

(a)  Determination  of  the  wave  amplitude  distribution  underlying  a 
group  of  satellite-detected  slicks; 

(b)  Determination  of  time  and  location  of  oriqln  of  the  wave  oroups; 

(c)  Determination  of  whether  high-frequency  internal  waves  exist 
as  packets  in  the  deep  ocean  and.  If  so,  whether  they  generate 
a surface  slick  signature; 

(d)  Determination  of  the  basic  physical  characteristics  of  the  water 
column,  such  as  the  vertical  density  profile,  in  order  to  deter- 
mine the  speeds  expected  for  internal  waves.  These  same  data 
will  be  used  to  establish  the  basic  internal-wave  mode  structure 
present. 

Of  course  allowance  was  made  for  the  possibility  of  unexpected  or  unantici- 
pated data  or  events,  and  the  chief  scientist  was  given  the  freedom  to  pursue 
events  of  significance  at  his  discretion. 

C.  Method  of  Attack 

The  most  obvious  requirement  for  verification  of  satellite  data  is  that 
a ship  be  present  within  the  satellite  viewing  area  (or  scene)  gathering  sea- 
truth  data  while  the  satellite  records  its  multi  spectral  scanner  data. 

The  near-polar  orbit  of  Landsat-1  was  such  that,  after  completing  14-13/10 
orbits  every  24  hours,  its  viewing  area  shifted  1.42°  to  the  west..  This  slow 
westward  drift  thus  allowed  a ship  to  proceed  westward  synchronously  with  the 
spacecraft  and  be  in  its  field  of  view  once  each  day.  A description  of  the 
Landsat-1  orbits  and  swath  widths  is  given  in  Section  II. 

In  order  to  present  as  many  opportunities  as  possible  for  the  sea-truth 
ship  to  be  within  the  satellite  viewing  area,  it  was  decided  that  the  vessel 
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should  begin  at  Bermuda  and  proceed  northwestward  at  such  a rate  as  to  remain 
within  each  subsequent  day's  Landsat-1  overpass  viewing  area. 

Because  one  of  the  major  in-water  instruments  to  be  used  for  mapping  the 
internal -wave  field  at  depth  was  a high-frequency  acoustic  echo-sounder,  it 
was  decided  that  a sailing  vessel  would  be  useful  because  of  lower  noise  en- 
vironment. A calculation  indicated  that  12-  to  15-dB  increase  in  signal-to- 
noise  ratio  at  20  kHz  could  be  expected  under  sail  as  compared  with  being 
underway  on  engine;  this  increase  subsequently  proved  to  be  22  dB,  as  the 
data  below  show.  While  a sailing  ship  is  somewhat  subject  to  the  vagaries 
of  wind,  an  auxiliary-powered  vessel  can  circumvent  much  of  those  troubles. 
Therefore,  a 30-m  auxiliary  staysail  sthooner,  the  RV  Westward,  was  chartered 
for  a 6-week  interval.  The  Westward  appeared  capable  of  meeting  a schedule 
that  began  with  a Landsat-1  overpass  of  the  New  York  Bight  on  June  12,  1974, 
followed  by  two  successive  8-day  drifts  from  Bermuda  to  New  York,  each  a part 
of  the  fundamental  18-day  Landsat-1  repeat  cycle. 

Two  different  towed  devices  were  used  to  gather  data  on  the  subsurface 
internal-wave  field:  a thermistor  and  an  acoustic  echo-sounder.  These  instru- 
ments provided  two  continuous  data  records  of  the  internal -wave  field  of  quite 
different  characteristics.  The  single  thermistor  utilized  could,  of  course 
provide  information  only  on  the  temperature  at  the  depth  at  which  it  was  situ- 
ated. The  acoustic  device  provided  data  at  different  depths  (in  principle, 
at  any  depth  at  which  a sufficient  concentration  of  acoustic  reflectors  existed) 
and  gave  a direct  measure  of  internal-wave  amplitude,  encounter  frequency, 
and  packet  length. 

Non-towed  instrumentation  included  expendable  bathythermographs  (XBT’s) 
which  recorded  the  water-column  vertical  temperature  profile,  salinity-temperature- 
depth  (STD)  records  which  enabled  the  construction  of  water-column  density 
profiles,  and  water-surface  temperatures.  Hand-held  cameras  were  also  utilized. 
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including  a Hasselblad  70-mm  remote-sensing  camera,  a 16-mm  movie  camera, 
and  a 35-nin  reflex  camera. 

In  addition  to  landsat-1  and  the  Westward,  a final  platform  included  was 
a NASA  U-2  which  had  been  scheduled  to  operate  on  July  18  and  19,  1974,  but 
because  of  heavy  overcast  weather  conditions  did  not  fly  until  July  21,  The 
U-2  provided  70-mm,  four-channel  Vinton  visible  and  near-infrared  photography 
with  filters  identical  to  those  on  the  Landsat-1  mul tispectral  scanner  and  » 

also  five-channel  multispectral  scanner  data  from  a Nimbus  G prototype  instru- 
ment. The  planned  objective  was  for  the  U-2  to  obtain  data  from  similar  in- 
struments at  aircraft  (20,000  m)  and  satellite  (900  km)  altitudes  simultaneously, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  for  the  Westward  to  provide  in-situ  sea  truth.  This 
objective  was  not  achieved  because  of  the  delay  in  the  overflight  mentioned 
above. 
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II.  CRUISE  CHRONOLOGY 

The  New  York-to-Bermuda  Remote  Sensing  Experiment  began  on  June  11,  1974, 
and  terminated  on  July  21,  1974.  The  cruise  was  divided  into  two  legs:  Leg  1 
with  John  R.  Apel  as  chief  scientist  and  Leg  2 with  John  R.  Proni  as  chief 
scientist.  The  track  of  the  ship  for  Leg  1 is  shown  in  figures  1-4.  After 
departing  Woods  Hole  on  June  11,  the  vessel  proceeded  to  the  head  of  the  Hudson 
Canyon  and  was  present  in  the  Landsat-1  viewino  area  on  June  12  and  13.  A 
failure  of  the  main  generator  precluded  gathering  any  acoustic  or  thermistor 
data,  however,  and  forced  the  return  of  the  Westward  to  Woods  Hole.  However, 
useful  XBT  and  photographic  data  were  obtained,  and  Landsat  yielded  imagery 
showing  internal-wave  slicks  on  June  12.  On  June  13,  a strong  northeast  breeze 
eradicated  surface  signs  of  the  waves  at  both  deck  height  and  satellite  altitude. 

The  vessel  departed  Woods  Hole  again  on  June  14  and  proceeded  to  Bermuda, 
taking  an  XBT  section  along  71 °W  in  the  process.  After  a 3-day  layover  at 
Bermuda,  the  Westward  departed  for  New  York.  Plans  called  for  the  vessel  to 
proceed  along  a northwesterly  course  at  a speed  that  would  maintain  the  ship 
within  the  Landsat-1  viewing  area  for  a series  of  8 consecutive  days.  Figure  2 
shows  the  actual  course  of  the  Westward  from  Bermuda  to  New  York  from  June  24 
through  July  1.  The  circles  indicate  the  location  of  the  ship  at  the  time 
of  the  satellite  overpass  for  each  day.  The  series  of  sloping  rectangles 
shows  the  satellite  viewing  area  on  the  day  indicated  in  the  lower  left-hand 
corner  of  each  rectangle.  The  Westward  encountered  unavoidable  delays  due  to 
weather  and  equipment  problems  that  prevented  it  from  keeping  the  schedule 
with  the  Landsat-1  overflights  until  near  the  end  of  Leg  1.  The  loss  of  syn- 
chronism resulted  in  ship  data  that  were  gathered  nearly  simultaneously  or 
concurrently  with  Landsat-1  only  on  June  30  and  July  1;  tracks  for  these  two 
days  are  shown  in  figures  3 and  4,  respectively. 
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An  important  series  of  shipboard  measurements  on  an  internal -wave  packet 
took  place  during  a maneuver  executed  between  1700  and  1950  UT  on  June  30. 
This  consisted  of  three  nearly  parallel  traverses  through  the  same  internal  - 
wave  packet  that  yielded  data  discussed  in  detail  below.  The  location  of 
these  runs  is  indicated  in  figure  3.  On  July  1,  1974,  a triangle  maneuver 
and  an  on-station  experiment  on  a wavepacket  took  place.  The  locations  of 
these  events  are  shown  in  figure  4.  Data  from  these  two  days  proved  to  be 
-of  considerable  value  in  supporting  the  internal -wave  interpretation. 

Leg  2 began  with  the  departure  of  the  RV  Westward  from  Floyd  Bennett 
Field  on  July  4,  1974.  The  vessel  proceeded  directly  to  Bermuda,  gathered 
some  acoustic  data  along  the  way,  and  arrived  on  July  9.  Leg  2 was  designed 
to  be  a repeat  of  Leg  1,  with  the  Westward  again  attempting  to  be  within  the 
field  of  view  of  Landsat-1.  Figure  5 shows  the  ship's  course  from  Bermuda 
to  New  York  from  July  12  through  July  19,  1974.  Again,  circles  indicate  the 
position  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  satellite  overpass  for  each  day,  and 
the  series  of  sloping  rectangles  gives  the  satellite  viewing  area  on  the  day 
indicated  in  the  lower  left-hand  corner  of  each  rectangle.  Note  that  the 
ship  was  within  the  satellite  viewing  area  on  July  17,  18,  and  19.  Unfortu- 
nately, cloud  coverage  was  very  high  and  most  of  the  satellite  pictures  could 
not  be  used. 

The  data  gathered  on  July  17  have  proven  to  be  useful;  they  provide 
nearly  simultaneous  satellite  and  sea-truth  data.  The  ship  tracks  for  July 
17,  18,  and  19  are  shown  in  detail  in  figure  6.  A final  stretch  of  data  was 
gathered  on  July  20  and  21  as  the  ship  went  from  New  York  to  Woods  Hole,  and 
this  track  is  also  shown  in  figure  6.  The  arrival  of  the  Westward  at  Woods 
Hole  on  July  22,  1974,  completed  the  seagoing  phase  of  NYBFRSEX. 
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III.  INTERNAL-WAVE  AND  GULF  STREAM  OBSERVATIONS 
FROM  SHIP  AND  SATELLITE 
A.  Landsat-1  Images  for  June  12  and  13,  1974 

On  June  12,  Westward  was  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson  Canyon  during  the 
Landsat-1  overpass  (see  fig.  1)  and  observed  weakly  developed,  somewhat  inco- 
herent slick  patterns;  the  satellite  images  for  this  date  are  shown  in  figures 
7 and  8 and  illustrate  the  same  features.  The  ship  was  in  the  area  shown 
in  the  Landsat  image,  figure  8.  Little  supporting  data  were  obtained  from 
the  ship  because  of  the  generator  failure  mentioned  earlier;  however,  the 
widths  and  intervals  between  slicks  were  timed  for  a few  of  the  more  coherent 
groups.  A histogram  for  slick  widths  observed  during  passage  through  an  in- 
ternal wave  group  is  given  in  figure  9.  Note  that  there  is  a definite  upper 
limit  of  order  125  m observed  for  the  slicks'  widths.  Such  a limit  is  expected 
to  exist  if  these  slicks  are  indeed  produced  by  an  underlying  internal -wave 
field.  More  will  be  said  on  this  matter  in  Section  IV. 

On  June  13  no  slicks  were  observed  at  the  time  of  the  Landsat-1  overpass 
because  of  the  presence  of  a fresh,  7-8  m/s  northeast  breeze.  The  concurrent 
satellite  image  is  shown  in  figure  10a  and  10b,  and  the  effects  of  the  wind 
are  clearly  visible  on  the  photographs.  Only  a small  area  south  of  eastern 
Long  Island,  a lee  shore,  shows  any  hint  of  internal-wave  slicks. 

However,  by  approximately  2100  UT  (1700  EDT)  the  wind  had  decreased  to 
near-calm  conditions  and  in  30-45  minutes  periodic  slicks  began  to  reappear. 

By  sunset,  extraordinarily  uniform  bands  were  observed  as  the  ship  proceeded 
parallel  to  the  south  shore  of  Long  Island  on  its  return  to  Woods  Hole  for 
repairs.  This  observation,  together  with  the  more  quantitative  data  presented 
below,  suggests  that  internal  waves  on  the  shelf  can  generate  a surface  signa- 
ture within  two  or  three  periods  of  oscillation. 
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B.  Ship  Data  for  June  20,  1974 

An  interesting  series  of  data  was  gathered  approximately  100  nmi  from 
Bermuda  at  33°40'N,  65°20'W  as  the  ship  was  proceeding  toward  that  island  at 
a speed  of  approximately  3.5  m/s.  The  acoustic  echo-sounder  revealed  the 
presence  of  both  short-wavelength  and  long-wavelengtt  oscillations  in  the  upper 
layers  of  the  water  column.  The  short-wavelength  oscillations  appeared  to  be 
centered  near  a depth  range  of  about  20  m.  The  short  oscillations  occurred 
in  narrow  bursts,  with  a burst  length  of  about  2000  m and  a wavelength  typi- 
cally on  the  order  of  100-200  m.  The  acoustic  record  is  shown  in  figure  11a. 

At  0530  GMT,  a series  of  oscillations  of  extremely  large  amplitude  was 
encountered,  as  shown  in  figure  lib.  These  were  the  largest  internal  waves 
detected  on  the  entire  cruise  with  a peak-to-trough  range  of  approximately 
35  m.  Their  wavelength  was  about  500  m,  and  they  were  concentrated  in  an  iso- 
lated packet  whose  extent  as  projected  along  the  ship  path  was  nearly  7 km. 
Little  activity  (outside  of  the  short-wavelength  oscillations  above)  was  ob- 
served either  before  or  after  this  packet  was  encountered.  Because  these  data 
were  taken  at  night,  it  was  not  possible  to  determine  if  surface  slicks  accom- 
panied the  packet.  It  may  be  noted  that  there  is  a distinct  asymmetry  between 
the  widths  of  the  "crests"  and  of  the  "troughs."  This  wave  group  is  discussed 
at  greater  length  in  Section  IV,  where  use  is  made  of  certain  general  features 
of  the  wavepackets  to  expand  upon  the  interpretation  here. 

C . Observations  of  the  Northwest  Wall  of  the  Gulf  Stream  from  Ship 

and  Satellites  on  June  29  and  30,  1974 

Between  approximately  0900  and  1100  UT  on  June  29,  RV  Westward  traversed 
the  Gulf  Stream  front  from  southeast  to  northwest  as  evidenced  by  XBT,  towed 
thermistor,  and  echo-sounder  data;  the  location  of  the  maximum  geostrophic 
tilt  was  approximately  37°42'N,  69°50'W.  Traces  from  XBT's  Nos.  76-79  are 


shown  in  figure  12  (a,b,c,d).  These  data  are  plotted  as  Isotherm  depth  contours 
along  the  ship  track  In  figure  13a.  The  18"C  Isotherm  at  200  m depth  may  be 
taken  as  the  position  of  the  Gulf  Stream  boundary;  It  was  passed  at  about 
0830  UT. 

Figure  13b  illustrates  the  echo-sounder  record  for  a portion  of  the  same 
time  period;  the  sloping  acoustic  reflecting  layers  are  quite  visible.  If 
it  is  assumed  that  the  reflectors  are  biological  in  origin  and  tend  to  accu- 
mulate along  constant  density  surfaces  at  a given  time  of  day,  then  the  slopes 
of  the  reflecting  layers  may  be  taken  to  be  the  same  as  the  slopes  of  the 
isopycnal  surfaces  at  the  Gulf  Stream  boundary.  Using  this  interpretation 
for  the  interval  between  1100  and  1150  UT,  the  acoustic  data  yield  a cross- 
stream (normal)  slope, 
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where  n * depth  of  an  isopycnal  and  n normal  range.  Over  the  same  interval, 
the  18°C  isotherm  has  a slope, 
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Because  the  relation  of  temperature  to  salinity  (thus  of  temperature  to 
density)  changes  across  the  Stream,  the  slope  derived  from  the  acoustic  echoes 
(assumed  to  come  from  isopycnal  surfaces)  is  believed  to  represent  a geostrophic 
tilt  more  closely  than  isotherms  do.  The  corresponding  speed  of  the  baroclinic 
current  is  150  cm/s  at  100  m depth.  This  is  in  general  accord  with  histori- 
cal speeds  derived  from  oceanographic  sections  across  the  Stream  near  this 
location. 

At  the  Stream  edge  were  many  narrow  surface  slicks  having  some  appearance 
of  periodicity,  along  with  short-wavelength,  smal 1 -ampl 1 tude  oscillations  in 
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acoustic  reflecting  layers.  It  is  not  known  how  Internal  waves  differ  from 
those  described  above. 

Satellite  data  were  not  obtained  over  this  portion  of  the  Stream  on  June 
29  because  of  cloud  cover.  However,  on  June  30,  1974,  the  region  to  the  Imme- 
diate southwest  of  the  Gulf  Stream  crossing  was  Imaged  by  scanners  on  both 
Landsat-1  and  N0AA-4  satellites.  In  this  region  the  Stream  meander  period 
is  of  order  40  days  and  the  dally  variation  In  position  Is  roughly  10  km. 
Therefore,  the  satellite  data  on  June  30  are  thought  to  be  representative  of 
the  Gulf  Stream  position  on  June  29  to  within  approximately  10  km.  Figure  14 
Illustrates  the  Landsat-1  Imagery  (Image  IDs  1707-14541  and  1 707-1 455? ) and 
figure  15,  the  N0AA-4  Infrared  Image  for  June  30.  It  Is  clear  that  the  thermal 
boundary  of  the  Stream  as  observed  In  the  IR  Image  Is  accompanied  by  a change 
In  the  optical  reflectivity  that  Is  apparent  In  the  Landsat-1  Image.  The 
Stream  Is  wanner  and  darker  than  the  slope  water  to  the  northwest.  In  the 
Landsat-1  Image  there  were  also  narrow,  highly  reflective  filaments  oriented 
parallel  to  the  boundary  that  could  be  the  surface  slicks  observed  from  the 
ship,  but  this  Is  only  conjecture. 

0.  Measurements  of  Oceanic  Internal  Waves,  June  30,1974 

The  data  presented  In  this  section  were  gathered  on  June  30,  1974,  as 
the  Westward  proceeded  shoreward  on  a course  of  33?"  starting  at  39"49'N, 

71 °21 . 5 ' W at  1251  UT  (fig.  1).  This  area  Is  Immediately  northeast  of  Hudson 
Canyon.  The  data  may  be  conveniently  divided  Into  three  regions: 

Region  I,  In  deep  water,  seaward  of  the  continental  shelf; 

Region  II,  on  the  shelf  rise; 

Region  III,  on  the  continental  shelf. 

Region  I.  In  this  region  the  thermistor  was  towed  at  a depth  varying 
between  30  and  35  m;  the  ship's  speed  was  approximately  2.3  m/s;  the  sea-surface 
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temperature  was  21 °C.  The  temperature  at  the  thermistor  (33  m)  was  approximately 
17°C  (fig.  16).  A definite  strong  scattering  layer  is  present  between  20-25  m 
depth.  At  1315  UT  the  echo-sounder  showed  a deepening  of  the  reflecting  layer, 
and  at  1320  UT  the  thermistor  recorded  an  abrupt  2°C  increase  in  temperature 
at  33  m depth.  The  crossing  of  an  oceanic  front  was  also  marked  at  1320  UT. 

The  ship  exited  from  this  region  at  about  1340  UT.  For  reasons  to  be  elucidat- 
ed below,  this  region  is  denoted  as  "packet  A"  and  will  be  treated  in  a dis- 
cussion on  interpacket  separation  (Section  III.D.3).  It  is  believed  that  the 
formation  of  internal-wave  packets  begins  with  the  formation  of  fronts  in 
Regions  I and  II. 

At  1358  UT,  a dramatic  deepening  of  an  acoustic  reflection  located  at  a 
depth  of  35  m occurred  (fig.  17).  By  1416  UT  this  layer  had  descended  to  a 
depth  of  65  m.  The  rate  of  change  of  depth  of  the  reflecting  layer  with  hori- 
zontal  range  (i.e.,  dh/dr,  where  h = reflecting  layer  depth  and  r = horizontal 
distance)  was  0.01.  An  XBT  was  taken  at  1400  UT.  This  XBT  is  shown  in  figure 
18  (a  surface  bucket  temperature  reading  at  1400  UT  yielded  21.0°C).  There 
are  three  features  of  interest  shown  in  this  XBT  trace:  (1)  a relatively 
well -mixed  layer  exists  to  a depth  of  20  m;  (2)  a layer  of  cold  water  exists 
near  a depth  of  50  m (the  temperature  at  a depth  of  48  m is  14.4°C);  and 
(3)  a temperature  inversion  exists  at  a depth  of  60  m (the  temperature  at 
60  m is  17.1 °C ) . 

Reqion  II.  This  reqion  was  observed  between  1400  UT  and  1500  UT  (fiq.  17). 

■ 

An  increase  in  acoustic  reflected  energy  was  observed  between  1400  UT  and 

U 

1500  UT.  This  was  particularly  clear  in  the  upper  50  m of  the  water  column; 

11 

in  fact,  the  entire  water  column  was  filled  with  material  capable  of  causing 
acoustic  reflections.  It  is  not  possible  to  say  at  this  time  what  the  material 
Is;  It  could,  for  example,  be  biological  or  particulate.  Speculation  on  the 
nature  of  the  material  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  particulate  material  is 
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being  stirred  (perhaps  from  the  bottom)  and  placed  into  the  water  column; 
some  of  this  material  makes  its  way  up  into  the  upper  50  m of  the  water  column 
and  enhances  acoustic  reflections  at  certain  scattering  layers.  There  is  some 
question  as  to  how  much  of  the  material  makes  Its  way  into  the  shallow  (l.e., 
upper  20  m of  the  water  column)  mixed  layer;  there  are  experimental  and  theo- 
retical reasons  to  expect  this  amount  to  be  relatively  small  compared  to  that 
in  the  20-50  m depth  range.  Admittedly,  this  interpretation  is  speculative 
and  requires  further  experimentation  for  confirmation;  nevertheless,  it  is 
consistent  with  all  experimental  observations  made  during  NYBERSEX.  Note 
finally  the  presence  of  many  acoustic  reflecting  layers  throughout  the  water 
columns  (perhaps  made  visible  by  the  presence  of  bottom  material).  The 
steepest  part  of  bottom  has  a slope  of  .045. 

The  corresponding  temperature  record  (fig.  17)  shows  a general  decrease 
in  temperature  at  the  depth  of  the  thermistor  (30  m).  There  were  several 
encounters  with  low  temperature  ranges,  e.g.,  at  1445  UT  and  at  1457  UT. 

An  XBT  was  taken  at  1500  UT  and  is  shown  in  figure  18.  Note  the  dramatic 
decrease  in  temperature  at  48  m depth  (10°C)  from  the  temperature  at  1400  UT 
(14.4°C). 

Region  III.  In  this  region  well-defined  internal-wave  packets  propagat- 
ing up  the  shelf  were  encountered.  At  1530  UT,  temperature  fluctuations  with 
high  wave  number  were  registered  by  the  thermistor.  The  wavelengths  of  these 
fluctuations  were,  very  roughly,  150  m and  less.  At  1535  UT,  at  a depth  of 
approximately  22  m in  the  acoustic  record  of  figure  19,  a horizontal  patch 
of  high  acoustic  return  was  observed.  There  were,  as  well,  rapid  oscillations 
in  this  patch;  patch  dimensions  are  2250  m In  the  horizontal  and  6 m In  the 
vertical,  giving  a helght-to-width  ratio  of  6/2250  ~ .0026.  An  XBT  was  taken 
at  1630  UT  ar.d  is  shown  in  figure  18.  The  two  warm  temperature  spikes  shown 
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between  1520  UT  and  1525  UT  in  figure  19  are  thought  to  be  part  of  a developing 
internal-wave  packet  (Sections  II. 0.3  and  IV. A).  The  large  increase  in  tem- 
perature at  1640  UT  is  mirrored  in  the  acoustic  record  by  a downward  dip  in 
the  acoustic  reflecting  layer  (fig.  20). 

At  this  point  the  vessel  came  upon  a well-defined  internal  wave,  denoted 
by  wavepacket  B-l,  which  was  proceeding  shoreward  in  the  direction  of  progress 
of  the  Westward.  A well-defined  series  of  surface  slicks  was  observed,  alined 
roughly  along  bathymetric  contours.  The  Westward  was  proceeding  very  closely 
parallel  to  the  wave  propagation  direction.  From  1700  UT  to  1728  UT,  a re- 
markable temperature  and  acoustic  record  of  the  internal -wave  packet  was  made. 
As  the  ship  progressed  through  the  packet,  larger  and  larger  internal-wave 
amplitudes  were  recorded.  Also,  longer  and  longer  wavelengths  were  encountered 
as  the  ship  proceeded  through  the  packet.  (From  data  of  July  1,  1974,  it  will 
be  shown  that  lower  and  lower  frequencies  were  encountered  as  well.) 

Peak-to-peak  temperature  excursions  of  7°  were  registered  by  the  thermis- 
tor at  the  depth  of  the  V-fin  (30  m) . Peak-to-peak  amplitudes  of  10  m were 
registered  by  the  acoustic  recorder.  By  coupling  information  from  the  therm- 
istor and  from  XBT's,  it  is  possible  to  make  an  amplitude  estimate  from  tem- 
perature information  alone.  This  has  been  done  (Apel  et  al.,  1975a)  for  part 
of  the  present  data  and  will  be  discussed  presently.  XBT's  taken  at  1715  UT 
and  1728  UT  are  presented  in  figure  18. 

The  cross-correlation  function  of  the  acoustic  and  temperature  records 
for  wavepacket  B-l  (1700-1728  UT),  as  transformed  to  distance,  has  been  com- 
puted and  is  shown  in  figure  21.  Note  that  the  peak  correlation  of  0.4  is 
observed  near  zero  lag.  There  are  several  factors  which  prevent  the  corre- 
lation from  being  higher;  two  of  these  factors  are  as  follows:  (1)  the 
acoustic  reflecting  layer  and  the  thermistor  were  not  always  at  the  same 
depth  (This  effect  will  be  more  evident  in  data  to  be  presented.);  (2)  the 
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acoustic  record  does  not  contain  the  high  wave-number  detail  of  the  temperature 
record.  (Note:  Presently  this  appears  to  be  a limit  imposed  by  the  rela- 
tively crude  acoustic  apparatus  and  recording  devices  used  and  is  not.  an 
inherent  limitation  of  the  acoustic  technique.) 

The  acoustic-temperature  cross-spectrum  is  shown  in  figure  22.  Note  the 
prominent  spectral  peak  at  wavelengths  of  450  m and  300  m.  A peak  is  also 
present  at  very  low  wave  numbers;  the  significance  of  this  peak  is  discussed 
in  subsequent  paragraphs.  However,  it  is  clear  that,  due  to  the  shortness  of 
the  record,  such  long  wavelengths,  amounting  to  one-fourth  and  one-half  the 
length  of  the  data  stretch,  are  only  approximately  estimated  by  spectral  analy- 
sis. Indeed,  none  of  the  spectra  presented  in  this  document  have  more  than 
two  degrees  of  freedom,  so  that  no  statistical  reliability  is  realized.  These 
"spectra"  are  simply  Fourier  transforms  of  the  data.  The  wave  number  periodo- 
gram  computed  from  the  acoustic  record  is  shown  in  figure  23.  (The  record 
length  used  runs  from  1630  UT  to  1728  UT . ) . The  wave  number  periodogram  com- 
puted from  the  corresponding  temperature  record  is  shown  in  figure  24.  From 
the  cross-correlation  function,  one  is  led  to  expect  corresponding  spectral 
peaks  at  a wave  number  of  2.2  cycles/km  or  a wavelength  of  roughly  450  km. 

Such  a peak  is  present  in  both  the  temperature  and  acoustic  records.  Addi- 
tional corresponding  peaks  are  present  at  roughly  300-320  m and  at  600-610  m. 
Less  agreement  is  obtained  at  smaller  wave  numbers.  As  indicated  in  the  pre- 
vious paragraph,  this  disparity  is  believed  to  be  due  (at  least  partially) 
to  the  difference  in  depth  between  the  thermistor  and  the  acoustic  reflecting 
layers. 

The  ship  and  wavepacket  were  traveling  in  essentially  the  same  direction. 
The  internal  waves  thus  appear  to  have  a longer  wavelength  than  they  actually 
possess.  In  other  words,  the  Fourier  transforms  in  figures  23  and  24  are 
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"encounter"  spectra  which  have  been  Doppler  downshifted.  To  verify  this 
interpretation  the  ship  reversed  course,  this  time  proceeding  antiparallel 
to  the  direction  of  propagation  of  the  packet,  which  is  now  termed  wavepacket 
B-2.  This  run  took  place  between  1731  and  1805  UT  (fig.  25).  As  can  be  seen 
by  comparing  figures  20  and  25,  the  corresponding  acoustic  and  temperature 
traces  have  many  features  in  common. 

Figure  26  shows  an  excellent  correlation  of  0.85  near  zero  lag.  The 
acoustic  temperature  cross-spectrum  for  this  record  is  shown  in  figure  27. 

Note  the  appearance  of  the  spectral  peak  at  a wave  number  of  2.9  cycles/km 
(i.e.,  x = 350  m).  The  individual  temperature  and  acoustic  spectra  are  shown 
in  figure  28.  Here  again,  these  records  are  "encounter"  spectra,  being  Doppler 
upshifted.  Several  spectral  peaks  are  indicated  in  figure  28;  for  example, 
peaks  occur  at  wavelengths  of  311-318  m,  435  m,  and  710  m. 

It  is  possible  to  obtain  an  estimate  of  the  true  dominant  wavelength  of 
the  internal -wave  packet  under  consideration.  By  "true  wavelength"  is  meant 
the  non-Doppler-shifted  wavelength.  It  is  easy  to  show  (assuming  no  mean 
currents)  that 


where  Xy  = the  non-Doppler-shifted  wavelength, 
x+  = the  up-Doppler-shifted  wavelength, 

X_  = the  down-Doppler-shifted  wavelength. 

X+  and  x_  are  taken  from  the  peak  of  the  respective  acoustic  temperature  cross- 
Fourier  transform.  From  figure  22,  X+  = 450  m and  from  figure  27,  X = 350  m; 
hence,  Xy  =>  400  m. 

Commencing  at  1800  UT  (fig.  29)  the  ship  began  a turn  which  placed  its 
direction  of  travel  parallel  to  the  propagation  direction  of  the  packet.  The 
ship  had  completed  its  turn  by  1810  UT.  From  1810  UT  to  1845  UT,  the  ship 
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once  again  passed  through  the  packet,  now  termed  wavepacket  B-3.  The  acoustic 
temperature  cross-correlation  function  for  this  pass  is  shown  in  figure  30. 

Note  that  a peak  correlation  greater  than  0.5  is  obtained  near  zero  lag.  The 
cross-spectrum  for  this  pass  is  shown  in  figure  22  together  with  the  cross- 
spectrum for  the  first  pass.  Transforms  for  the  acoustic  and  temperature 
data  for  this  packet  are  shown  in  figures  31a  and  31b,  respectively. 

From  1840  UT  to  1950  UT  the  RV  Westward  held  station  and  executed  two 
STD  casts.  The  data  from  these  casts  are  discussed  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Two  additional  segments  of  simultaneous  acoustic  and  temperature  data 
are  shown  in  figures  32  and  33.  An  internal -wave  packet  (from  2155  UT  to 
2207  UT)  is  shown  in  figure  33.  In  addition,  two  large  zones  of  warm  water, 

2215  UT  to  2235  UT  and  2245  UT  to  2300  UT,  are  shown.  Data-taking  ceased  at 
2300  UT. 

1 . Expendable  Bathythermograph  and  STD  Records 

The  XBT  records  gathered  on  June  30,  1974,  are  shown  in  figure  18.  One 
of  the  most  noticeable  features  in  this  sequence  of  XBT's  is  the  sharp  decrease 
in  temperature  at  50  m depth,  occurring  at  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf. 

On  the  continental  shelf  there  is  a temperature  minimum  (at  about  50  m)  with 
a warming  as  the  bottom  is  approached. 

Figure  34  portrays  a typical  density  profile  (which  has  been  smoothed) 
observed  on  the  continental  shelf  during  NYBERSEX.  Also  portrayed  in  figure 
34  is  the  corresponding  Brunt  Vaisala  profile.  The  corresponding  mode  struc- 
ture is  shown  in  figure  35.  The  dispersion  curves  for  the  first  five  modes 
are  shown  in  figure  36.  Finally,  the  phase  and  group  speeds  for  the  first 
five  modes  are  shown  in  figure  37. 
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2.  Interpacket  Separations  (Data  of  June  30,  1974)  ] 

From  the  data  shown  in  figures  16  through  33  for  June  30,  1974,  it  is 
possible  to  construct  a table  of  interpacket  separations.  The  leading  edge 
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of  the  first  packet  for  that  day,  packet  A,  appears  at  1345  UT.  This  packet 
is  not  well -formed.  In  the  analysis  section  it  will  be  argued  that  the  packet 
shown  i;.  figure  16  is  in  the  first  stage  of  development.  The  second  packet 
(B-l,  B-2,  and  B-3),  makes  its  appearance  with  its  leading  edge  encountered 
at  about  1730  UT.  This  packet  is  well-formed  and  will  be  discussed  at  some 
length  in  the  analysis  section.  The  next  possible  packet  occurs  at  about 
2020  UT.  This  packet  (if  indeed  it  is  a packet)  is  weakly  developed  as  an 
oscillatory  structure  and  is  not  considered  to  be  an  internal-wave  group. 

The  next  well-formed  packet  occurs  at  about  2213  UT  and  is  denoted  by  packet  C. 

From  these  three  packets  table  1 may  be  constructed.  The  column  entitled 
"Corrected  Interpacket  Separation"  is  computed  using  the  following  rationale. 

The  corrected  interpacket  separations  are  the  distances  between  packets  A, 

B,  and  C from  figure  3 as  corrected  for  propagation  during  the  ship  transit.  ] 

A wavepacket  propagation  speed  of  0.5  m/s  was  assumed  in  order  to  derive  the 
corrected  separations  (cf.  fig.  37).  Corrected  separations  between  A-B  and 
B-C  are  25.8  and  25.5  km,  respectively,  and  are  to  be  compared  with  an  expected 
separation  of  22.4  km,  assuming  semidiurnal  generation.  An  assumed  propaga- 
tion speed  of  0.56  m/s  would  further  bring  these  numbers  into  excellent  coin- 
cidence: 25.0  and  24.5  km  compared  with  a semidiurnal  separation  of  25.0  km. 

Thus  the  assumed  propagation  speed  need  only  be  in  error  by  10?  in  order  to 


reconcile  the  results--an  amount  that  nonlinear  effects  can  easily  introduce. 
Therefore  it  is  clear  that  the  internal -wave  packets  appear  on  a semidiurnal 
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Table  1.  Interpacket  separations  constructed  from  data 
of  June  30,  1974. 


Packet 

No. 

Time  of 
Encounter 
(UT) 

Time 

Difference 

(min) 

Apparent 

Interpacket 

Separation 

(km) 

Corrected 
Interpacket 
Separation 
(assumed  group 
speed  0.5  m/s) 

A 

1340 

220 

32.4 

25.8 

B 

1725 

290 

34.2 

25.5 

C 

2210 

Predicted  interpacket  separation,  assuming  semidiurnal  generation 
and  group  speed  of  0.5  m/s:  22.4  km. 
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E.  Measurements  of  Oceanic  Internal  Waves  on  July  1,  1974 

There  are  three  prime  events  register'd  in  the  data  gathered  on  July  1, 
1974.  These  are  the  following: 

1.  The  triangle  maneuver; 

2.  The  on-station  maneuver; 

3.  The  slick-acoustic  measurement. 

The  triangle  maneuver  is  shown  in  figure  4.  The  northwest  corner  of  the 
triangle  is  located  at  39" 5 1 * N . 72"38'W.  This  maneuver  is  defined  to  commence 
at  1525  UT,  with  a course  heading  of  115"T. 

Data  were  gathered,  however,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  triangle. 

Two  important  sections  of  the  pre-triangle  data  are  shown  in  figures  38  and 
39.  In  section  1 of  the  data  (fig.  38),  temperature  fluctuations  can  be  ob- 
served. The  possible  existence  of  a poorly  formed  internal-wave  packet  is 
shown  between  1320  UT  and  1350  UT  in  that  figure.  Section  2 (fig.  39)  con- 
tains data  obtained  between  1430  l)T  and  1520  UT.  This  section  of  data  was 
obtained  while  running  a course  antiparallel  to  the  course  run  during  Leg  1 
of  the  triangle.  Two  clear  temperature  spikes  are  observed  in  these  data; 
one  at  1448  UT  and  one  at  1457  UT.  These  spikes  may  be  part  of  a poorly  de- 
veloped internal-wave  packet.  In  the  discussion  of  the  data  gathered  during 
Leg  1 of  the  triangle,  it  will  be  pointed  out  that  these  same  features  may 
possibly  have  been  observed  again  later. 

1 . The  Triangle  Maneuver 

The  data  gathered  in  the  triangle  maneuver  established  the  following 
facts: 

(a)  The  direction  of  alinement  of  the  crests  and  troughs  of  the  under- 
lying internal  wave  is  the  same  as  the  alinement  of  surface  slicks. 


(b)  The  underlying  high-frequency  internal-wave  field  is  clearly  anisotropic, 
with  dominant  wave  energy  propagating  in  a direction  normal  to  the 
crests  and  troughs  as  indicated  from  surface  slicks. 

(c)  Characteristic  features  of  the  underlying  internal  wavepacket  (e.g.  , 
a down-going  sharp  onset  and  wave  amplitude)  are  approximately  pre- 
served over  the  horizontal  (i.e.,  along  a slick)  direction.  This 
observation  carries  the  implication  that  high  horizontal  (i.e.,  along 
slicks)  coherencies  may  be  expected. 

(d)  The  large-amplitude  features,  generally  (but  not  always)  found  pre- 
dominantly toward  the  leading  edge  of  an  internal  wavepacket  appear 
to  retain  their  general  characteristics  as  a function  of  horizontal 
separation  "better"  than  smaller  amplitude,  high-frequency  oscillations 
toward  the  rear  of  the  packet. 

Leg  1 

Leg  1 of  the  triangle  maneuver  is  shown  in  figure  4 and  was  defined  to 
run  from  1525  UT  to  1602  UT.  The  data  from  Leg  1 (labeled  section  3)  is  shown 
in  figure  40.  Note  the  large  temperature  spike  beginning  at  1538  UT  with  maxi- 
mum at  1539  UT.  Several  spikes  follow  in  the  temperature  record,  and  there 
is  a gradual  warming  trend  at  the  thermistor  depth.  The  time  1539  UT  was  inter- 
preted by  the  authors  as  being  the  time  of  onset  of  an  internal  wavepacket 
propagating  up  the  continental  shelf.  A surface  slick  was  in  evidence  at  or 
near  this  time.  This  particular  wavepacket  does  not  appear  to  be  wel 1 -developed, 
as  can  be  seen  by  comparing  this  packet  with  the  packet  data  obtained  on  June 
30,  1974. 

It  is  possible  that  the  wavepacket  observed  in  Leg  1 (commencing  at 
1539  UT)  is  the  same  wavepacket  (fig.  38)  observed  before  the  triangle  maneu- 
vers and  discussed  in  the  preceding  paragraphs.  In  particular,  the  temperature 
spike  at  1539  UT  in  Leq  1 corresponds  to  the  temperature  spike  occurring  at 
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1457  UT.  In  Leg  1 the  ship  was  proceeding  against  the  general  direction  of 
propagation  of  the  packet;  in  the  pretriangle  maneuver,  the  ship  was  proceeding 
in  the  general  direction  of  propagation  of  the  packet.  There  appears  to  be 
substantially  more  "oscillatory"  structure  to  the  packet  in  the  second  (paral- 
lei)  pass  through. 

Periodograms  and  acoustic  temperature  cross-correlation  functions  have 
been  computed  for  Leg  1.  These  are  shown  in  figure  41.  These  plots  indicate 
a dominant  wavelength  of  about  350  m.  A peak  correlation  of  about  0.7  is 
observed  near  zero  lag. 

Leg  2 

Leg  2 of  the  triangle  is  shown  in  figure  42  and  is  defined  to  run  from 
1602  UT  to  1629  UT.  The  course  heading  was  25°T,  i.e.,  generally  up  the 
continental  shelf.  A clearly  defined  wavepacket  is  evident  in  the  data,  and 
the  packet  extends  from  the  beginning  of  Leg  2 to  1620  UT.  Additional  oscilla- 
tions are  visible  commencing  at  1627  UT ; however,  the  authors  do  not  believe 
that  these  oscillations  are  part  of  the  first  wavepacket  which  terminated 
at  1620  UT.  The  packet  in  this  leg  was  very  similar  in  form  to  those  observed 
on  June  30,  1974.  It  is  believed  that  the  wavepackets  observed  in  the  pre- 
triangle maneuvers  of  Leg  1 and  in  Leg  2 are  probably  one  and  the  same.  In 
Leg  2,  the  packet  was  overtaken  by  the  ship.  The  spatial  extent  and  orienta- 
tion of  the  wavepacket  as  deduced  from  these  observations  are  shown  in  figure 
43.  Periodograms  and  the  acoustic  temperature  cross-correlation  for  these 
data  have  been  calculated  and  are  shown  in  figure  44. 

As  was  pointed  out  in  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  wavepacket  seen  in 
Leg  2 is  relatively  "wel 1 -formed,"  using  the  data  of  June  30  as  a yardstick. 

The  question  may  now  be  asked:  Why  is  the  wavepacket  in  Leg  2 so  "well-formed" 
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compared  to  the  pre-triangle  packet  and  the  packet  in  Leg  1?  (By  'toel 1 -formed" 
is  meant  the  persistence  of  several  clearly  defined  oscillations  beyond  the 
first  one  or  two  temperature  spikes.) 

There  are  some  theoretical  arguments  that  bear  upon  this  question;  they 
will  be  discussed  in  the  analysis  section.  It  can  logically  be  argued  that 
since  the  data  in  Leg  1 and  the  pre-triangle  packet  data  are  separated  by  a 
minimum  of  41  minutes  (1538  UT - 1 457  UT),  the  packet  in  Leg  1 represents  the 
time-evolved  form  of  the  pre-triangle  packet.  However,  it  is  difficult  for 
this  argument  to  account  for  the  difference  in  packet  form  from  Leg  1 to  Leg  2. 
The  difference  in  packet  form  would  surely  imply  a rapid  change.  This  is  par- 
ticularly true  for  the  form  of  the  latter  half  of  the  packet,  since  the  ship 
did  not  get  "out"  of  the  packet  in  going  from  Leg  1 to  Leg  2. 

There  is  an  alternative  explanation,  however,  for  the  difference  in  packet 
form  observed  between  Leg  1 and  Leg  2.  It  may  be  hypothesized  that  the  ship's 
track  in  Leg  1 (as  shown  in  fig.  1)  just  barely  encountered  an  "edge"  of  the 
wavepacket.  That  is,  it  may  be  that  the  lateral  extent  (i.e.,  at  right  angles 
to  the  wavepacket’s  direction  of  propagation)  of  the  latter  part  of  the  wave- 
packet  is  not  as  large  as  the  lateral  extent  of  the  leading  portion  of  the 
packet.  This  is,  of  course,  consistent  with  satellite  observations.  In  Leg  2, 
the  ship  passed  more  nearly  in  the  "center"  of  the  wavepacket.  As  is  discussed 
in  the  analysis  section,  there  are  theoretical  reasons  to  expect  the  oscilla- 
tions in  the  latter  portion  of  the  wavepacket  to  be  weak  (or  small)  compared 
to  those  in  the  leading  edge.  There  are  also  reasons  to  expect  that  the 
spatial  coherency  of  these  oscillations  would  be  small  compared  to  the  lead 
portion  of  the  wavepacket.  Such  a lack  of  spatial  coherency  would  lead  to 
dissimilar  waveforms  (apparently,  at  least,  for  the  distances  involved  in 
Leg  1 and  Leg  2) . 
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Leg  3 is  defined  as  extending  from  1630  UT  to  1715  UT.  The  ship's  course 
while  executing  Leg  3 was  250"T.  The  temperature  and  acoustic  records  for 
this  leg  are  shown  In  figure  45.  Groups  of  fluctuations  (which  may  he  wave- 
packets)  occur  from  about  1627  UT  to  1640  UT  and  from  about  1647  l'T  to  1710  UT. 

The  fluctuations  occurring  from  1647  UT  to  1710  UT  are  possibly  associated 
with  the  wavepacket  observed  on  the  earlier  legs. 

If  one  assumes  that  the  signal  occurring  at  164?  UT  Is  the  leadfnq  edge 
of  the  wavepacket  observed  on  Leg  2 and  shown  In  figure  42,  then  one  can  esti- 
mate the  wavepacket  propagation  speed.  On  the  basis  of  the  Information  gathered 
In  Legs  1 and  2,  one  can  determine  the  orientation  of  the  wavepacket  propaga- 
tion sector  to  within  ♦ 11".  By  adding  the  data  from  Leg  3,  assuming  that 
the  signal  occurring  at  1647  UT  does  indeed  originate  with  the  leading  edge 
of  the  wavepacket,  one  can  estimate  the  wavepacket's  direction  of  propagation 
even  more  closely.  This  leads  to  a northerly  direction  of  propagation  (shown 
In  fig.  43)  and  a wavepacket  travel  speed  of  about  0.6  m/s.  This  speed  of 
travel.  If  assumed  to  be  a speed  of  propagation  (In  still  water).  Is  higher 
than  expected  from  the  computations  of  phase  and  group  velocity  shown  In  figure 
37.  However,  a very  slight  current  of  roughly  0.05  m/s  In  the  general  direc- 
tion of  wavepacket  propagation  may  be  present  (see  the  on-station  discussion), 
and  such  a current  could  reduce  the  required  propagation  speed  to  a compatible 
value  of  about  0.55  m/s.  A sequence  of  photos  was  made  of  the  ocean's  surface 
from  shipboard.  Figure  46  shows  slicks  associated  with  the  wavepacket  of  the 
triangle  maneuver.  Visual  and  photographic  observations  showed  the  surface 
slicks  to  be  propagating  in  a northerly  direction.  In  confirmation  of  results 
of  analysis  of  acoustic  and  temperature  data. 
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2.  The  On-Station  Measurement 


The  on-station  measurement  is  defined  to  occur  from  1733  UT  to  2030  UT 
(figs.  45-48).  The  Westward* s location  at  the  start  of  the  on-station  experi- 
ment was  39°49.8'N,  72°29.0'W.  Some  Interesting  features  appear  in  the  acousti 
and  temperature  records  prior  to  1733  UT,  however.  Note  from  figure  45  that 
a white  band  of  little  or  no  acoustic  return  begins  at  1714  UT.  Just  prior 
to  1733  UT,  large  excursions  in  both  the  acoustic  and  temperature  records  can 
be  observed,  particularly  the  excursion  at  1731  UT.  These  excursions  are  be- 
lieved to  be  associated  with  the  onset  of  a wavepacket  whose  time  history  is 
shown  in  figures  47  and  48. 

This  wavepacket  made  its  way  past  the  Westward  and  occupied  essentially 
all  the  on-station  acoustic  record.  The  V-fin,  having  dropped  to  a depth  of 
45  m upon  the  ship's  taking  station,  was  readjusted  to  be  at  a depth  of  ap- 
proximately 28  m.  This  caused  the  thermistor  data  to  portray  only  an  incom- 
plete record  of  the  temperature  oscillations.  Figure  45  shows  a second  large 
downward  excursion  of  the  acoustic  record  occurring  at  about  1735  UT.  Note 
the  flattened  crests  and  sharp  troughs.  In  this  leading  portion  of  a wave- 
packet  the  width  of  the  trough  was  at  most  3 minutes,  while  the  crest  width 
was  roughly  7 minutes.  The  amplitude  of  the  second  downgoing  oscillation 
was  20  m,  fully  one-third  of  the  total  depth.  This  is  clearly  a highly  non- 
linear condition.  As  time  passed,  wave  amplitude  diminished.  The  change  of 
frequency  with  time  (the  observance  of  which  was  one  of  the  prime  goals  of 
NYBERSEX)  is  demonstrated  nicely  by  the  spectra  in  figures  49  and  50.  Note 
particularly  the  acoustic  periodogram  (fig.  49,  upper  left)  for  the  earlier 
time  interval.  The  peak  at  3 cycles/hr  is  twice  the  size  of  the  peak  at 
4.5  cycles/hr.  In  the  equivalent  periodogram  for  the  later  data  interval, 
the  peak  at  higher  frequency  (5  cycles/hr)  is  about  twice  as  high  as  the  peak 
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at  3 jcycles/hr.  Energy  clearly  shifts  from  lower  to  higher  frequencies  from 
front  to  rear  in  the  wavepacket.  This  substantiates  satellite  observations 
that  show  wavelength  increasing  with  progression  inward  from  the  front  of  a 
wavepacket.  The  overall  spectral  energy  is  less  in  the  later  than  in  the 
earlier  interval,  indicating  diminishing  wave  amplitudes  with  time. 

The  presence  of  a steady  current  does  not  affect  the  conclusion  reached 
above,  i.e.,  the  frequency  of  the  waves  in  the  wavepacket  increases  with 
distance  from  the  front  edge  of  the  packet.  The  relative  amount  of  energy 
at  the  two  frequencies  will  remain  the  same  in  the  presence  of  a steady  cur- 
rent. What  can  change,  however,  is  the  absolute  value  of  the  frequency  meas- 
ured. This  is  a wel 1 -recognized  problem  in  the  measurement  of  internal -wave 
spectra  (Garrett  and  Munk,  1972).  Indeed,  another  facet  of  this  basic  problem 
is  the  distinction  of  internal  waves  from  relatively  stable  structures  being 
advected  by  the  current  field.  In  order  to  rule  out  the  effects  of  currents, 
one  must  know  what  currents  are  present;  i.e.,  some  current  measurements  are 
required.  In  NYBERSEX,  no  current  measurements  were  made  because  of  financial 
and  logistical  problems. 

Some  information  on  currents  may  be  obtained,  however,  from  a study  of 
the  ship's  drift  during  the  on-station  maneuver.  The  times  of  several  fixes 
obtained  on-station  are  given  in  figure  4.  The  error  in  any  given  fix  is 
about  0.8  km.  From  one  fix  to  the  next,  position  changes  at  a rate  that  is 
nearly  constant  both  in  magnitude  and  direction.  A straight  line  fit  to  the 
positions  leads  to  a drift  speed  of  0.11  m/s  in  a direction  60°  west  of  north 
(300°T) . 

3 Correlation  Between  Surface  Slicks  and  Internal  Waves 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  question  of  the  location  on  an  internal- 
wave  cycle  of  a surface  slick.  Indeed,  one  of  the  central  questions  in  our 


Investigations  is  how  to  define  the  process  or  processes  by  which  an  internal- 
wave  field  manifests  itself  on  the  ocean's  surface.  The  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion proved  to  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  field.  Slick  regions  devoid 
of  short  capillary  waves  were  indeed  observed,  but  when  viewed  from  a ship 
at  close  range  became  very  difficult  to  identify. 

From  the  data  gathered  on  July  17,  1974,  presented  in  the  following  sec- 
tion of  this  article,  it  is  clear  that  a ruffled  region  may  also  simultaneously 
be  associated  with  internal  waves.  This  possibility  is  discussed  in  the  fol- 
lowing section.  From  shipboard,  no  definite  evidence  on  ruffled  regions  was 
obtained,  even  visually.  However,  cat's-paw- like  structures  were  seen  on  occa- 
sion and  did  appear  to  be  affected  by  the  presence  of  internal  waves. 

One  attempt  to  correlate  visual  sightings  of  slick  regions  with  acoustic 
and  temperature  recordings  of  internal  waves  was  made  on  July  1,  from  2050  UT 
to  2125  UT.  The  acoustic  and  temperature  data  from  this  period  are  shown  in 
figure  51.  Also  visible  in  this  figure  are  light  vertical  lines  in  the  acous- 
tic record.  These  lines  denote  positions  at  which  slicks  were  encountered 
by  the  ship.  Start  slick  and  end  slick  positions  are  marked  by  these  lines. 
(Additional  lines  marking  times  are  also  present.) 

A table  has  been  constructed  relating  acoustic  and  temperature  internal- 
wave  records  with  visual  shipboard  slick  observations  for  the  data  gathered 
between  2050  UT  and  2125  UT.  A slick  width  interval  (as  determined  by  the 
time  spread  between  the  start  slick  and  end  slick  positions)  was  observed  to 
encompass  a trough  or  a crest.  The  results  of  these  observations  are  pre- 
sented in  table  2. 

As  can  be  seen  from  table  2,  the  observed  surface  slicks  are  associated 
with  troughs  rather  than  crests.  To  be  more  precise,  the  observed  slicks 
appear  to  be  more  closely  associated  with  that  portion  of  an  internal-wave 
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which  Is  rising  from  a trough.  In  other  words,  the  surface  slicks  appear  to 
be  "surfing"  on  the  internal  waves.  However,  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  result  Is  extremely  tentative  and  Is  based  on  a very  small  data  base. 
More  fieldwork  Is  clearly  needed. 


Table  2.  Visual  slicks  and  acoustic  and  thermal  waves. 


Slick  No. 

No.  of  Crests 

No.  of  Troughs 

1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

1 

3 

0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

F . Ocean 1c  I nternal -Wave  Observations,  July  17,  1974 

July  17,  1974,  provided  one  of  the  few  clear  days  for  satellite  imagery 
during  NYBERSEX.  A portion  of  the  data  has  already  been  published  (Apel  et 
al . , 1975b).  We  begin  our  discussion  with  figure  52  which  is  a standard 
Landsat-1  Image  (134  km  x 104  km)  which  has  been  photographically  enhanced. 
Figure  53  Is  a line  drawing  presenting  several  features  of  interest  In  this 
Image.  Notice  the  large  Internal -wave  field  marked  A in  figure  53.  These 
waves  are  judged  to  be  shoreward  propagating  waves  according  to  two  simple 
tests:  (1)  the  wave-front  curvature,  and  (2)  the  arrangement  of  the  internal- 
wave  wavelengths  within  the  packet  ( 1 . e. , the  longest  waves  are  at  the  front 
of  the  packet). 

This  group  of  Internal  waves  (marked  A In  fig.  53)  clearly  illustrates 
the  presence  of  successive  zones  of  Intense  reflectivity-low  reflectivity- 
background  reflectivity  associated  with  the  internal  waves.  This  phenomenon 
was  mentioned  briefly  earlier  In  this  report.  Figure  52  Is  a positive  print 
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so  that  the  order  of  intensities  is  indeed  background-high-low-background. 

Such  a sequence  is  apparently  associated  with  each  wavelength  within  packet  A. 
The  zone  of  intense  reflectivity  suggests  "ruffled"  water  while  the  zone  of 
low  reflectivity  suggests  "calm"  water.  To  be  more  precise,  the  zone  of  in- 
tense reflectivity  suggests  the  existence  of  diffuse  reflection  occurring  from 
short  wavelength  (e.g.,  capillary  range)  surface  waves.  The  zone  of  low 
reflectivity  indicates  the  absence  of  such  waves.  Zones  of  low  reflectivity 
are  expected  to  correspond  to  the  "slick"  lines  previously  discussed  in  this 
article. 

Now  notice  the  group  of  internal  waves  marked  B in  figure  53.  Using 
the  two  simple  criteria  mentioned  earlier  in  this  section  (i.e.,  curvature 
and  wavelength  arrangement),  this  group  of  waves  is  judged  to  be  propagating 
away  from  the  shore.  Whether  these  waves  are  generated  by  reflection  of  in- 
coming wave  groups,  by  topographical  interaction  of  outgoing  tides,  or  by 
other  means  is  not  presently  known.  A striking  feature  of  internal -wave  group 
B is  that  the  strong  intensity  variation  background-high-low-background  appar- 
ent in  wave  group  A is  lacking.  Such  an  arrangement  of  reflectivities  may 
be  present,  but  if  so  it  is  far  less  discernible,  particularly  the  high  re- 
flectivity portion. 

This  particular  Landsat-1  scene  (fig.  52)  contained  such  interesting 
features  that  the  scenes  were  reprocessed  using  the  Image  Analysis  Laboratory 
facilities  developed  at  Atlantic  Oceanographic  and  Meteorological  Laboratories 
(AOML),  partially  under  ARPA  sponsorship.  This  process  (basically  contrast 
stretching)  resulted  in  the  series  of  excellent  images  portrayed  in  figure  54. 
Note  the  clarity  with  which  wave  groups  A and  B (figs  52  and  53)  are  illus- 
trated. Note  the  appearance  of  additional  outgoing  and  ingoing  wave  groups 
north  of  these  groups.  Figure  54,  in  fact,  contains  outgoing  and  ingoing 
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wave  groups  that  are  passing  through  each  other.  The  fact  that  the  ingoing 
and  outgoing  wave  groups  appear  at  essentially  the  same  position  suggests 
that  the  different  reflectivity  effect  noted  earlier  does  not  arise  because 
of  sun  angle  illumination  effects. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  integrity  of  the  internal-wave  surface 
signature  is  preserved  through  the  internal-wave  interaction.  Such  an  integrity 
preserving  interaction  (i.e.,  elastic  scattering)  may  even  be  expected  if  the 
leading  internal  waves  are  solitons.  Such  expectations  are  not  readily  obvious 
for  the  corresponding  surface  signatures,  however  (even  though  such  expecta- 
tions may  nevertheless  be  fulfilled). 

Other  features  of  interest  are  sand  waves,  visible  in  the  Nantucket  Shoal 
area,  and  a pattern  of  extremely  long  wavelength  ( ~ 2 km)  surface  waves,  visi- 
ble on  the  original  computer-enhanced  images. 
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IV.  ANALYSIS  OF  INTERNAL-WAVE  CHARACTERISTICS 
A.  Packet  Characteristics 

1.  Amplitude  and  Wavelength  Variations 

An  internal-wave  packet  on  the  New  York  continental  shelf  is  a dynamic 
entity.  This  may  be  clearly  noted  by  comparing  figures  20  and  29,  which  por- 
tray the  same  internal -wave  packet.  All  wave  packets  observed  from  the  RV 
Westward  during  NYBERSEX  have  begun  with  a sharp  down-going  oscillation.  In 
addition,  a general  deepening  of  isopycnals  and  isotherms  occurs  with  the 
onset  of  a wavepacket. 

Prior  to  the  undertaking  of  NYBERSEX,  Landsat-1  (formerly  ERTS)  data 
indicated  (Apel  et  al . , 1975a)  that  the  longest  wavelengths  within  a given 
internal-wave  packet  were  at  the  front  of  the  packet.  The  wavelength  gradually 
decreased  with  increasing  distance  from  the  front  of  the  wavepacket.  It  was 
not  clear  from  the  satellite  imagery  whether  it  was  also  true  that  the  largest 
wave  amplitudes  were  at  the  front  of  a wavepacket.  It  was,  however,  antici- 
pated that  the  wavelength  arrangement  could  be  understood  by  a combination 
of  nonlinear  and  dispersive  effects. 

First,  a clarification  of  the  word  "wavelength"  is  required.  The  authors 
of  this  report  believe  that  nonlinear  effects  are  present,  at  least  in  the 
leading  portion  of  a wavepacket.  As  is  discussed  in  the  following  section, 
it  is  possible  that  the  first  few  leading  isotherm  or  isopycnal  down-going 
excursions  may  be  associated  with  solitary  waves  or  solitons.  In  such  a case, 
the  term  "inter-slick  distance"  is  perhaps  better  than  wavelength.  In  the 
linear  case,  inter-slick  distance  and  wavelength  coincide.  Some  degree  of 
judgment  must  be  exercised  in  determining  both  the  onset  of  a wavepacket  and 
wavepacket  amplitudes.  Consider  the  first  wavepacket  to  be  discussed--the 
wavepacket  in  figure  20.  The  leading  perturbation  occurring  at  1725  UT  is 
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somewhat  separated  in  space  (by  about  1 km)  from  the  rest  of  the  packet. 
However,  this  leading  perturbation  has  been  included  as  being  part  of  a wave- 
packet.  The  wavepacket,  in  addition  to  being  made  up  of  short-wavelength 
(or  short-period)  internal  waves  is  characterized  by  a sudden  deepening  of 
isotherms  or  isopycnals.  This  depression  gradually  decreases  as  the  packet 
passes.  The  authors  have  measured  all  amplitudes  from  the  peak  of  a disturb- 
ance to  an  estimated  minimum  lying  at  the  depth  of  overall  depression.  In 
figure  55  are  plotted  the  experimental  data  of  inter-slick  separation  versus 
time  (measured  from  the  leading  oscillation  in  the  wavepacket).  Note  the 
general  tendency  toward  shorter  wavelengths  (i.e.,  shorter  encounter  periods 
or  wavelengths)  as  one  proceeds  farther  into  any  given  packet.  This  confirms 
the  satellite  observations  mentioned  earlier.  The  decrease  is  by  no  means 
monotonic,  but  a general  decreasing  trend  is  present. 

A second  set  of  data  is  presented  in  figure  56.  This  figure  presents 
a graph  of  wave  amplitude  versus  distance  (or  time)  into  the  wavepacket.  As 
in  figure  55,  the  initial  oscillation  is  taken  as  the  time  origin.  No  esti- 
mate of  this  amplitude  distribution  was  made  from  satellite  data  prior  to 
NYBERSEX.  As  a general  rule,  larger  amplitudes  occur  near  the  leading  edge. 
Note  that  the  1 argest-ampl itude  perturbation  does  not  lead  in  any  of  the 
three  cases  shown  in  figure  56. 

2 . A Model  of  Amplitude  Variation s 

The  authors  of  this  article  have  used  various  acoustic  and  satellite 
observations  to  generate  a model  for  an  internal -wave  packet.  A schematic 
diagram  that  summarizes  the  salient  characteristics  is  shown  in  figure  57. 

This  figure  defines  several  quantities  used  in  an  empirical  mathematical  model 
for  the  amplitude  of  the  packet,  equation  (1): 
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N ( r ) - N0(Rc(x.y))  W(z)  * e'x/l-  . (1) 

(sin  [K0(l  + j3)  x - J]f  j 

Here,  N (R  (x,y))  describes  the  peak  amplitude  and  the  curvature,  R , of  the 
0 c c 

front  of  the  packet;  W(z)  is  the  solution  to  the  linear  eigenvalue  problem 
for  the  density  profile  existing. 

Three  scale  lengths  are  defined:  i)  is  the  rise-length  of  the  first 
perturbation  of  a wavepacket;  t_>  is  the  overall  length  of  a packet;  and  t < 
is  the  distance  over  which  the  wavelength  shortens  by  a factor  of  2.  Typical 
values  for  these  lengths  from  NYBERSEX  (on  the  New  York  continental  shelf) 
are:  for  < \ , 100  m;  for  3-5  km;  and.  for  t3,  2-3  km. 

It  is  possible  to  consider  the  definition  of  an  additional  scale  length, 

<4,  which  is  the  crest-length  (as  measured  along  the  crest).  This  additional 
possible  length  is  made  possible  because  of  the  large  surface  area  coverage 
of  a satellite  image.  However,  such  a length  depends  heavily  on  the  distance 
of  the  crest  from  the  point  of  origin  (roughly  circular  spreading)  and  other 
factors,  such  as  water-mass  boundaries,  topography,  etc.  From  satellite  data, 
it  is  clear  that  crest-length  dimensions  can  be  tens  of  kilometers. 

B . Front  or  Surge  Interpretation 

The  tidal  origin  of  internal-wave  packets  is  shown  by  data  acquired  and 
displayed  within  this  article,  in  particular,  the  acoustic- temperature  data 
of  June  30,  1974,  and  the  satellite  data  of  July  17,  1974.  The  question  now 
is:  Through  what  mechanism  does  the  tide  convert  a portion  of  its  energy  to 
internal  waves?  Unfortunately,  no  current  data  were  gathered  during  NYBERSEX 
due  to  financial  and  equipment  constraints.  This  lack  of  data  prohibits  the 
authors  from  stating  whether  the  gradient  Richardson  number  Ri . is  greater 
than  or  less  than  1/4.  As  is  well  known  (Woods.  1968;  lee  and  Beardsley,  lq74). 


when  Ri  approaches  1/4  it  is  possible  to  obtain  internal  waves  through  a type 
of  shear  instability. 

Several  authors  (Barnes,  1973;  Long,  1955;  Prinsenberg  and  Rattray,  1975) 
have  discussed  processes  by  which  tidal  energy  may  be  partially  converted 
into  internal  waves  at  the  continental  slope.  Lee  and  Beardsley  (1974)  have 
recently  shown  that  tides  can  form  an  internal  front  and  generate  internal 
waves  through  topographic  interaction  even  when  Ri  is  larger  than  1/4.  These 
authors  propose  that  internal -wave  groups  are  formed  in  a three-stage  process: 
(1)  the  formation  of  an  initial  (warm)  front  by  partial  blocking  of  the  strati- 
fied flow  by  a topographic  obstacle;  (2)  the  nonlinear  steepening  of  this 
internal  front;  (3)  the  formation  of  internal  waves  due  to  the  interplay  of 
dispersion  and  nonlinearity. 

The  data  from  NYBERSEX,  in  particular  the  data  from  June  30,  display 
features  similar  to  those  proposed  in  the  Lee  a nd  Beardsley  theory.  The  first 
stage  of  the  L-B  process  is  the  formation  of  a front.  Such  a front  is  depicted 
in  figure  16.  The  location  of  this  front  is  correct  for  semidiurnal  genera- 
tion sequence  (see  Section  1I1.D.2).  The  bottom  depth  at  1300  UT  is  greater 
than  300  m.  The  front  passes  a 2°C  temperature  rise  at  1500  m.  The  next 
appearance  of  a wave  group  occurs  at  1525  UT.  Two  wave  peaks  appear  to  be 
present.  A wel 1 -developed  wave  group  occurs  at  1725  UT  (fig.  20).  This  is 
stage  three  in  the  L-B  process.  Consider  the  wavepacket  shown  in  figure  20: 
if  it  is  assumed  that  the  leading  wave  is  a solitary  wave,  then  it  is  possible 
to  estimate  the  range  to  the  formation  point  of  the  internal-wave  packet. 

A solitary  wave  moving  on  a density  interface  at  depth  h,  above  the  bottom 
is  expected  to  travel  at  speed  c where 

c = g'(h:  + a))'*  , (2) 

where  a is  the  wave  amplitude  and  g'  is  the  reduced  gravity.  In  a two-layer 
model , 
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Pi  - P, 


where  p2,  p,  = the  density  of  the  lower  and  upper  layers,  respectively.  The 
values  a = 13  and  h2  = 50xl02  cm  gives 

c = 0.8  m/s  . (4) 

The  long-wavelength,  linear  approximation  for  internal -wave  speed  is 

c'  = g * h x . (5) 

In  our  case  the  thickness  of  the  upper  layer  is  25-30  m,  and 

c'  = 0.50  m/s  . (6) 

The  wavepacket  shown  in  figure  20  will  thus  have  traveled  a distance,  d,  where 


and  L is  the  spatial  extent  of  the  packet. 

For  the  packet  shown  in  figure  20,  L = 4.5  km.  Thus, 

d = 4~q'  3Q-1-0-3  x 0.8  s 12  km  . (8) 

The  distance,  12  km,  should  be  roughly  the  distance  from  the  point  of 
observation  of  the  wave  group  (shown  in  fig.  20)  to  the  "point"  of  origin  of 

the  wave  group.  The  use  of  the  word  origin  in  the  previous  sentence  requires 

> 

amplification.  In  that  sentence,  the  word  "origin  point"  refers  to  that  point 
where  both  the  nonlinear  solitary  waves  and  the  linear  waves  evolved.  The 
origin  of  the  front  from  which  the  waves  are  thought  to  have  evolved  is  farther 
east  (on  the  continental  slope).  The  distance  from  the  point  of  observation 
of  the  wave  group  to  the  point  of  the  front  shown  in  figure  16  is  roughly 
31  km.  This  is  consistent  with  the  view  that  the  observed  wave  group  did 
evolve  from  a front  generated  at  the  continental  slope.  The  calculated  dis- 
tance, -12  km,  also  agrees  very  roughly  (within  100%)  with  the  distance  be- 
tween packets  A and  B on  table  1.  This  suggests  that  this  figure  portrays 
the  area  in  which  a front  evolves  into  a train  of  internal  waves. 
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A major  experimental  observation  made  during  NYBERSEX  was  that  every 
internal-wave  group  observed  began  with  a depression  of  isopycnals,  isotherms, 
and  acoustic  reflectors.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  the  open-ocean 
internal-wave  group  shown  in  figure  lib  also  began  with  a depression.  This 
observation  is  in  accord  with  shallow-water  internal-wave  theory  as  it  is  now 
understood. 

The  most  elementary  equation  governing  the  propagation  of  finite-amplitude 
long-wavelength  internal  waves  in  shallow  water  is  that  of  Korteweg  and  de  Vries 
(1895).  Using  the  work  of  Berezin  and  Karpman  (1967),  Hunkins  and  Flieqel 
(1973)  pointed  out  that,  for  a wide  variety  of  conditions,  solitary  waves 
may  be  expected  to  evolve  from  an  initial  perturbation  if 
i2c  > > 2h i 2c ' , 

where  l is  a characteristic  length  of  the  initial  perturbation,  and  c is  the 
speed  of  the  initial  disturbance. 

In  NYBERSEX,  estimates  of  e,  hj,  and  c'  were  obtained.  A direct  measure 
of  c was  not  obtained.  The  amplitude  of  the  initial  front  was  measured,  how- 
ever. Hunkins  and  Fliegel  assume  that  c and  c'  are  roughly  the  same.  This 
is  probably  also  true  of  the  NYBERSEX  data.  One  argument  for  this  is  as  fol- 
lows: The  internal-wave  groups  are  separated  by  distances  appropriate  for 
semidiurnal  tidal  generation  assuming  a wavepacket  propagation  speed  of  c = 

0.5  m/s.  This  includes  the  location  of  the  front.  In  order  for  all  the  wave 
energy  "contained"  within  the  front  to  advance  to  the  next  semidiurnal  posi- 
tion (which  has  been  identified  as  the  "origin"  of  the  linear  and  solitary 
waves),  the  front  must  have  moved  with  a speed  of  roughly  0.5  m/s.  It  is 
therefore  assumed  that  c and  c'  are  on  the  same  order  of  magnitude.  It  is 
then  only  necessary  that 
l2  > > hi2  . 


At  the  most,  h]  * 30  m.  From  the  acoustic  data  of  figure  20  and  a ship 
speed  : 2.3  m/s. 


r l s 2-5  km; 

hence, 

h.2 

2~J4«  10" 4 . 

i2 

Thus  the  condition  for  the  excitation  of  solitary  waves  is  satisfied. 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  question  of  the  isopycnal  depression  caused  by 
the  onset  of  the  internal-wave  packet.  Hunkins  and  Fliegel  (1973)  indicate 
that,  on  the  basis  of  energy  considerations,  only  the  depression  of  isotherms 
allows  loss  of  energy  across  the  packet  front.  The  elevation  of  isotherms 

corresponds  to  the  impossible  case  of  energy  gain  by  the  packet.  From  the 

* 

work  of  Benjamin  (1967)  and  of  Lee  and  Beardsley  (1974),  it  also  follows  that 
internal  solitary  waves  must  be  troughs. 
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V.  SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

As  stated  in  Section  I.B,  the  prime  purpose  of  the  New  York-to-Bermuda 
Remote  Sensing  Experiment  was  the  verification  of  the  internal -wave  interpre- 
tation of  periodic  features  observed  in  Landsat-1  imagery.  Equally  important 
was  the  verification  of  certain  observational  conclusions  about  internal  waves 
drawn  from  Landsat-1. 

It  was  hoped  that  it  would  be  possible  to  obtain  several  Landsat-1  cloud- 
free  images  in  which  the  RV  Westward  would  be  located,  thereby  facilitating 
comparison  of  satellite  and  shipboard  measurements.  This  proved  very  diffi- 
cult to  do  because  of  the  clouds  and  generally  poor  weather  conditions.  The 
goal  of  having  the  vessel  Westward  in  the  "middle"  of  an  internal  wavepacket 
during  a cloud-free  Landsat-1  overpass  was  not  realized.  However,  a situa- 
tion did  occur  on  July  17,  1974,  in  which  the  Westward  was  within  a Landsat-1 
image,  though  not  at  the  time  of  overpass,  and  within  an  internal  wave  group. 
This  situation  is  amply  discussed  by  Apel  et  al . (1976;  attached  as  an  appen- 
dix to  this  report). 

Let  us  consider  next  how  accurately  the  NYBERSEX  observations  of  internal  - 
wave  field  characteristics  verified  the  characteristics  predicted  from  Landsat-1 
data  examined  prior  to  the  undertaking  of  NYBERSEX.  The  characteristics 
predicted  in  Section  I.B,  item  (2)  and  items  (3) (a)  through  ( 3) ( f ) were  fully 
confirmed.  Goal  (1)  (Section  I . B 1 was  partially  attained,  as  indicated  in  the 
above  paragraph. 

Let  us  consider  next  the  basic  research  goals  (item  (4),  Section  I.B). 
Before  discussing  the  satisfaction  of  the  research  goals  themselves,  it  is 
worth  examining  the  state  of  knowledge  in  the  general  oceanographic  community 
of  the  internal-wave  field  on  the  U.S.  continental  shelf  at  the  time  NYBERSEX 
was  undertaken.  In  June  1974  it  was  well  known  that  internal  waves  were 
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generated  during  peaks  or  turning  points  in  tidal  flows  (Shand,  1953).  By 
1969  it  was  also  certainly  known  that,  for  the  Straits  of  Georgia  at  least, 
distinct  internal -wave  groups  occurred  with  periods  much  shorter  than  tidal 
(e.g.  , 30  min)  (Gargett  and  Hughes,  1972).  In  1971,  Halpern  published  the 
results  of  experiments  he  carried  out  in  shallow  water  in  Massachusetts  Bay. 

These  results  again  indicated  the  production  by  the  tide  of  internal -wave 
groups  made  up  of  short-period  internal  waves.  Halpern  (1971)  noticed,  as 
had  Shand  (1953)  and  LaFond  (1962)  before  him,  that  long  surface  slicks  were 
associated  with  these  groups.  Halpern's  data  showed  the  rapid  onset  of  the 
internal -wave  groups  with  a sudden  rise  in  temperature  at  the  recording  therm- 
istor  occurring  within  10  min.  In  January  of  1974,  Lee  and  Beardsley  published 
an  analysis  of  finite-amplitude  internal  waves  that  compared  numerical  compu- 
tations  of  waveform  and  its  development  to  observations  made  in  the  laboratory 
and  in  the  ocean.  According  to  their  interpretation,  wavepackets  form  when 
the  internal  front  (formed  when  the  tidal  current  sweeps  over  a sill)  steepens 
to  the  point  of  instability.  This,  then,  was  the  state  of  knowledge  as  de- 
rived from  the  published  literature  in  June  1974. 

Certain  questions  can  now  be  posed  that  were  essentially  unanswered  in 
1974.  These  questions  include  the  following: 

(1)  Are  internal-wave  groups  being  produced  at  the  continental  shelf? 

The  answer  to  this  question  in  June  1974  was,  "Probably  yes." 

(2)  If  internal-wave  groups  are  being  produced  at  or  on  the  continental 
shelf,  in  what  numbers  are  they  being  produced?  The  answer  to  this  question 
in  June  1974  was,  "Unknown." 


(3)  If  internal -wave  groups  are  produced,  what  is  the  amplitude  and  wave- 
length distribution  within  a packet?  The  answer  in  June  1974  was,  "If  packets 
exist,  they  may  be  of  the  form  observed  by  Gargett  and  Hughes  (1972),  Halpern 
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(1971),  and  Lee  and  Beardsley  (1974);  i.e.,  largest  amplitudes  and  largest 
periods  in  front  and  nonlinear." 

(4)  What  are  the  horizontal  dimensions  (i.e.,  along  a crest)  of  a wave 
group  likely  to  be?  The  answer  to  this  question  in  1974  was,  "Not  enough 
data  at  present  for  a complete  response." 

(5)  How  does  an  internal-wave  group  generate  a surface  signature  and 
thus  become  detectable  using  satellite  techniques?  The  answer  would  be, 
"According  to  LaFond  (1962),  surface  slicks  are  regions  where  capillary  waves 
are  damped  by  oily  film  concentrated  at  the  convergence  of  horizontal  currents 
induced  at  the  surface  by  internal  waves.  According  to  recent  work  by  Gargett 
and  Hughes  (1972),  the  internal-wave  currents  interact  with  surface  waves, 
alternately  damping  and  enhancing  them  to  produce  slick  and  rough  bands." 

(6)  Do  internal-wave  groups  appear  in  the  deep  ocean  and,  if  so,  what 
is  their  structure  likely  to  be?  The  answer  to  this  question  is,  "Internal 
waves  in  the  deep  ocean  have  been  observed  for  many  years;  however,  whether 
these  waves  exist  in  the  form  of  nonlinear  groups  is  unknown. 

In  view  of  the  data  presented  here,  it  is  now  fair  to  say  that  the  occur- 
rence of  nonlinear  internal -wave  groups  at  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf 
and  shoreward  is  common  along  the  east  coast  of  the  United  States.  The  ampli- 
tude distribution  and  wavelength  distribution  is  such  that  the  largest  wave- 
lengths and  longest  periods  are  in  the  leading  portion  of  the  wavepacket. 

This  same  arrangement  was  observed  by  Gargett  and  Hughes  (1972)  and  by  Halpern 
(1971).  Evidence  has  been  found  (data  of  June  30,  1974)  to  support  the  "front- 
formation"  theory  of  Lee  and  Beardsley  (1974).  The  horizontal  length  scale 
of  the  packets  is  large,  easily  being  tens  of  kilometers.  Internal-wave 
packets  do  indeed  occur  in  the  deep  ocean,  as  evidenced  by  the  acoustic  data 
in  Section  III.B.  The  data  in  Section  III.B  plus  the  data  from  GATE  presented 
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by  Ostapoff  et  al.  (1975)  and  Proni  et  al.  (In  preparation),  indicate  a 
similarity  of  form  between  deep-ocean  internal-wave  packets  and  continental 
shelf  wavepackets. 

Finally,  the  evidence  In  this  document  supports  the  following  conjecture: 
Individual  Internal  waves  within  a wave  group  can  possess  two  surface  signa- 
tures: the  first  is  a ruffled  area,  replete  with  capillary  waves;  and  the 
second  is  a slick  area,  devoid  of  capillary  waves.  One  may  also  surmise  that 
both  the  leading  nonlinear  waves  within  a packet  (solitary  waves)  and  the 
trailing  linear  waves  can  generate  the  above-mentioned  dual  surface  signature. 
If  one  were  interested  in  studying  the  Interaction  of  nonlinear  Internal  soli- 
tary waves,  an  excellent  place  to  do  it  would  be  about  90  km  north-northeast 
of  Cape  Cod. 
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Figure  4.  Course  sailed  by  the  RV  Westward  on  July  1,  1974. 
The  "triangle  maneuver"  was  carried  out  on  this  date. 


Figure  5.  Course  sailed  by  the  RV  Westward  in  going  from  Bermuda  to  New  York  (Leg  2). 
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Figure  7.  Landsat-1  image  for  June  12,  1974.  The  eastern  tip  of  Lonq  Island 
is  visible  in  this  image.  The  coordinates  of  the  center  of  the  image  are 
40°25'N  and  72°15'W.  Some  internal -wave  activity  is  indicated  in  the  lower 
central  portion  of  the  image.  The  bands  to  the  right  of  center,  with  dark 
and  light  bands  of  nearly  equal  width,  are  probably  clouds:  internal  cirav- 
ity  waves  in  the  atmosphere. 
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HISTOGRAM  OF  SLICK  WIDTH 
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Figure  9.  Histogram  of  slick  widths  observed  during  a passage  through  an  i nternal -wave  group. 
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I inure  11.  a.  Observations  of  short  internal  waves  observed  on  dune  dO,  1 Q 74 . Ship's 
location:  d.V'40'N,  bb'VO'W.  b.  A localized  oroup  of  larpo-ampl  i tilde  (as  la  roe  as 
P>  in)  internal  waves  observed  on  dune  .’it,  1^74.  1 he  crests  of  these  waves  approach 
within  Id  in  ot  the  ocean's  surface.  These  waves  are  very  similar  to  those  reported 
by  Ostapoff  et  al.  (1‘>7S)  and  I’roni  et  al.  (in  press). 
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Isotherms  along  the  ship  track  according  to  t.hc  XB1  data  of  f igure 
b.  Acoustic  echo  for  part  of  the  same  period. 


Figure  13.  a. 
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Figure  14.  Landsat-1  image  ot  Gulf  Stream,  June  30,  1074. 
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Figure  15b.  Analysis  based  on  N0AA--4  infrared  images  of  Gulf  Stream  for 
June  28  to  July  1,  1974,  with  position  of  Landsat-1  image  (fig.  14) 
superposed. 
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EXPENDABLE  BATHYTHERMOGRAHIC  RECORDS 
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Figure  18.  XBT  records.  Note  the  steep  gradient  in  the  trace  for  1400  UT,  and  the  inversion  near  50-m  depth. 
Note  also  the  strong  decrease  of  temperature  at  50  m between  1400Z  and  1500Z. 
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Figure  20.  Pegion  III  (shelf).  A continuation  of  figure  19.  Note  temperature 
peak  at  1640  UT  with  dip  of  reflecting  layer.  The  Westward  overtook  the 
internal-wave  packet  and  sailed  through  it  from  1700  to  1728  UT. 
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Figure  21.  Cross-correlation,  as  a function  of  lag,  between  acoustic-echo  depth  and  temperature 

recorded  by  thermistor  towed  at  depth  of  30  m. 
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Figure  23.  Spectrum  for  acoustic  data. 
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Figure  24.  Spectrum  for  thermistor  data. 
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Figure  25.  Acoustic  and  thermistor  data  taken 
as  Westward  met  the  internal -wave  packet  B-2 
head  on  and  sailed  through  it  in  the  direc- 
tion opposite  to  that  of  previous  encounter 
(fig.  20). 
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Figure  26.  Cross-correlation  between  depth  of  acoustic  echo  and 
temperature  at  towed  thermistor  recorded  during  reverse  run  through 
the  internal-wave  packet. 
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Figure  27. 
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Power  spectrum  for  cross-correlation 
function  of  figure  26. 
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Figure  30.  Cross-correl ation  between  acoustic  and  thermistor  data  taken  during  third  pass 
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Figure  31a.  Power  spectrum  for  temperature  data, 
third  pass  through  wavepacket. 
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Figure  31b.  Power  spectrum  for  acoustic  data 
third  pass  through  wavepacket. 
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igure  33.  Acoustic  and  thermistor  data  taken  on  the  continental  shelf  showing  an  overtaken  inte 
wave  packet  (2155  to  2207  UT)  and  zones  of  warm  water  (2215  to  2235  UT  and  2245  to  2300  UT). 
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Figure  34.  Vertical  profiles  of  density  (dashed) 
and  Brunt-Vaisala  frequency  (solid)  on  the 
continental  shelf  during  NYBERSEX. 
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Figure  35.  Eigenfunctions  for  the  first  five  modes  calculated  from  the  density  profile  of  figure  34. 
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Figure  36.  Dispersion  curves  relating  frequency  to  wave  number 
for  the  first  five  modes  with  the  density  profile  of  figure  34. 


Figure  37.  Phase  speed  (solid)  and  group  speed  (dashed) 
for  the  first  five  modes  with  the  density  profile  of 
figure  34. 
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Figure  39.  Acoustic  (top)  and  temperature  data  taken  before  the  triangle  maneuver 
The  temperature  spikes  at  1448  UT  and  at  1457  UT  may  correspond  to  a poorly  de- 
veloped internal -wave  packet. 
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Figure  40.  Acoustic  (top)  and  towed-thermistor  data  for  Leg  1 of 

the  triangle  maneuver. 
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Figure  42.  Acoustic  and  thermistor  data  taken  during  Leg  2 
of  July  1,  1974,  triangle  maneuver. 
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Figure  45.  Acoustic  and  thermistor  data  tor  Leg  i of  the  triangle  maneuver. 
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Figure  46.  Surface  slices  observed  from  shipboard. 
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figure  47.  Part  of  the  acoustic  and  thermistor  records  during  the  on-station  measurement. 

The  thermistor  has  dropped  to  45  m depth. 
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Figure  48.  A later  part  of  the  on-station  measurement  of  acoustic  echo  and  temperature. 
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Figure  50.  Spectral  analyses  of  the  on-station  data  shown  in  figure  48. 


Figure  51.  Acoustic  and  thermistor  data  related  to  shipboard  siting 
of  slicks.  Beginning  and  end  of  passage  of  ship  through  a slick 
are  marked  by  the  light  vertical  lines  on  the  acoustic  record. 


Figure  52.  Photographically  enhanced  imaoe  from  the  satellite  Landsat-1 . 
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Figure  57.  Schematic  of  internal -wave  packet 
showing  characteristic  lengths  and  features; 
(upper)  view  from  surface;  (lower)  view  in  a 
vertical  section  (Apel  et  al . , 1976). 
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A Study  of  Oceanic  Internal  Waves 
Using  Satellite  Imagery  and  Ship  Data 

j'OHN  R.  APEL*,  H.  MICHAEL  BYRNE,  JOHN  R.  PRON1, 
and  RONALD  SELLERS 

Ocean  Remule  Sensing  l.ahorator ••,  Atlantic  Oceanographic  and  Meteorological  Laboratories, 

Environmental  Research  Laboratories,  Nai^nal  Oceanic  and  Atmospheric  Administration,  Miami,  Florida  33149 

Surface  manifestations  of  oceanic  internal  waves  have  been  studied  in  Landsat-I  and  -2  data 
since  1972.  The  internal  waves  appear  as  periodic,  intermittent  variations  in  the  surface  optical 
reflectivity  and  are  visible  from  spacecraft,  aircraft,  and  surface  vehicles  under  certain 
circumstances.  The  Landsat  data  suggest  that  the  source  of  the  waves  is  semidiurnal  and  diurnal 
tidal  action  at  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf.  A study  of  the  wave  characteristics  yields 
considerable  insight  into  the  physics  of  their  excitation,  propagation,  and  dissipation.  Packets  have 
been  observed  from  the  Gulf  of  Maine  to  Cape  Hatteras  and  in  images  taken  off  the  U.S.  and 
African  east  and  west  coasts,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  Caribbean,  The  Gulf  of  California,  the 
Sulu  Sea,  and  the  Baltic.  The  internal  wave  groups  show  an  orderly  variation  in  wavelength  from 
front  to  rear  of  the  packet,  due  to  a combination  of  frequency  dispersion  and  nonlinear  amplitude 
effects.  An  oceanographic  cruise  was  carried  out  in  synchronism  with  two  18-day  Landsat- 1 cycles, 
and  data  were  taken  on  temperature,  density  variations,  acoustic  echoes,  and  surface  slicks 
accompanying  the  internal  waves.  The  data  were  satisfactorily  correlated  with  spacecraft  and  U-2 
imagery  taken  simultaneously. 


I.  Introduction 

Surface  manifestations  of  oceanic  in- 
ternal waves  have  been  observed  by 
many  investigators,  and  their  depen- 
dence upon  wave-associated  surface  cur- 
rents has  been  recognized  for  at  least  a 
generation  (Ewing,  1950).  The  surface 
signatures  are  most  evident  on  a rela- 
tively calm  sea  and  take  the  form  of  a 
quasi-periodic,  long-length  modulation 
of  the  capillary-ultragravity  wave  spec- 
trum; the  scale  of  the  modulation  is 
usually  of  the  order  of  hundreds  of 
meters  (Gargett  and  Hughes,  1972).  Visi- 
ble manifestations  on  the  ocean  surface 


are  theorized  as  being  due  to  at  least  two 
mechanisms,  either  of  which  modulates 
the  short  surface  wave  structure  rather 
than  causing  a change  in  optical  reflec- 
tivity or  absorptivity  at  depth.  The  first 
theory  suggests  that  the  high  velocity  of 
surface  water  arising  from  the  large 
internal  wave  amplitude  sweeps  together 
surface  oils  and  debris  to  form  a slick  in 
regions  of  surface  water  convergence, 
thus  increasing  the  specular  reflection 
and  decreasing  the  diffuse  scattering  over 
the  convergence  region.  The  second 
theory  predicts  that  the  small  waves  are 
concentrated  in  the  convergence  regions 
due  to  wave-current  stresses,  thereby 
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ilt\  rciisini:  the  \peailar  reflection  ami 
increasing  tlu*  scatter  ovct  the  conver- 
gence region. 

II.  Spacecraft  Observations 

We  have  observed  these  types  of  peri- 
odic features  in  photographs  and  imag- 
ery taken  from  various  spacecraft  over 
widely  separated  regions  of  the  world, 
lo  date,  quasi-periodic  features  on  the 
ocean  surface  have  heen  seen  on  images 
made  from  Sky  lab.  the  larth  Resources 
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Technology  Satellite- 1 . its  successor. 
I andsat-2,  the  PMSI’  meteorological  sat- 
ellite. and  the  Apollo- Soyu/  mission, 
taken  over  both  the  continental  shell 
and  deep  ocean  areas;  they  have  been 
observed  off  the  North  American  and 
African  east  and  west  coasts,  in  the  C i ill  I 
of  California,  the  Caribbean,  the  Baltic, 
and  the  Sulu  Seas  (Apel  <7  <;/. . 
l‘)75-a:-b).  I Itese  features  are  almost 
certainly  surface  manifestations  ol  inter- 
nal waves  discussed  above. 

A particularly  dramatic  example  ol 
internal  waves  may  be  seen  in  I ig.  I. 


l it;  I.  I .uiils.it  1 negative  image,  computer  enhanced,  showing  internal  wave 
packets  south  of  long  Islam).  New  York,  on  24  July  I ‘>74  (lower  right-haml 
corner). 
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which  is  a computer  enhanced,  negative 
Laiulsat-I  image  ol  the  ocean  south  ol 
Long  Island.  New  York  (1.1). 
1366  15076).  The  Appendix  discusses 
the  enhancement  techniques  used.  The 
si/e  of  the  picture  is  approximately  140 
hy  140  knr . I lie  waves  are  most  appar- 
ent m the  lower  right-hand  corner  as  two 
sets  of  curved,  quasi-periodic  variations 
in  brightness  having  a packet-like  behav- 
ior, a general  north-south  orientation, 
and  with  phase  fronts  convex  towards 
the  west.  The  wavelengths  are  of  order 
1 000  m.  In  addition  to  the  waves,  a 
light-dark  “marbling”  pervades  the 
image,  probably  brought  about  by  light 
winds  advecting  oils  on  the  surface  and 
causing  more  or  less  random  changes  in 
optical  reflectivity.  Also  visible  are  two 
acid  waste  dumping  events  in  the  ocean 
(center-left I near  the  inner  portion  of 
the  New  York  Bight.  (C'harnell  cl  <//. , 
1674). 

Figure  2 is  an  interpretive  line  drawing 
of  the  internal  wave  packets  taken  from 
Fig.  I but  with  the  area  covered 
extended  farther  to  the  south  in  order  to 
illustrate  the  wide  extent  of  the  internal 
wave  signatures.  The  figure  also  shows 
bottom  bathymetry  so  as  to  illustrate 
the  general  orientation  of  the  lines  of 
constant  wave  phase  with  isobaths,  as 
well  as  the  concentration  of  wave  activ- 
ity near  the  Hudson  Valley  on  the 
continental  shell.  Repeated  Landsat 
overpasses  show  these  to  be  highly  per- 
sistent characteristics  of  the  waves  (Saw- 
yer and  Apel.  1676;  Apel  cl  ill . 1675-a). 

Also  shown  are  calculated  isopliase 
fronts  (dashed  lines),  arrived  at  by  as- 
suming that  a plane  internal  wave  is 
initially  generated  nearby  and  parallel  to 
the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf,  which 
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then  propagates  on  the  shelf  under  the 
influence  of  varying  water  depth  and 
density.  I he  lines  are  spaced  at  arbitrary 
intervals.  For  convenience  the  calcula- 
tion assumes  a water  column  stratified  in 
two  layers  of  thickness  // , and  //.  and 
nearly  equal  densities  p,  - p,  ' p.  I lie 
dispersion  equation,  to  > co  (A),  relating 
frequency  u;  and  horizontal  wave  num- 
ber A.  for  the  two  layer  system  is 
obtained  from  Fq.  ( 1 ) (Lamb.  1 632). 

u)*  (colli  kli2  colli  Mi,  + 1 ) 
w"  xk  (colli  Mi|  + colli  Mi, ) + (Ap/pk’"  k1  2 --  0. 

(I) 

For  a density  contrast.  A p/p  s 10  \ a 
mixed  layer  depth  of  50  m.  and  a wave- 
length 2tt/A  s 1000  in,  the  phase  speed 
u/A  is  approximately  0.25  m s.  depend- 
ing on  the  water  depths  shown  in  Fig.  2. 
The  refraction  of  the  calculated  fronts 
on  the  shell  is  due  to  the  influence  of 
the  deeper  water  over  the  Hudson  Val- 
ley. The  overall  behavior  of  the  model  is 
in  reasonable  agreement  with  the  space- 
craft observations. 

A study  of  Landsat- 1 and  2 imagery 
has  been  completed  for  all  satellite  over- 
passes occurring  during  the  summers  ol 
1672  to  1674,  between  ( ape  liattcras. 
N.(\,  and  Nova  Scotia.  Canada;  the 
results  are  being  assembled  in  an  atlas 
that  will  be  published  in  the  neai  future 
(Sawyer  and  Apel,  |67<i).  Ihe  study 
shows  persistent  internal  wave  activity 
all  along  the  continental  shelf  and  some 
limited  patterns  seaward  of  the  slope.  A 
more  detailed  analysis  shows  they  have 
several  characteristics  which  are  perva- 
sive enough  to  be  worthy  of  note: 

(1)  The  waves  occur  in  groups  or 

packets  of  width  / =3  to  5 km.  usually 


t 

FIG.  Geographically  corrected  line  drawing  of  internal  wave  fields 
observed  in  Fig.  I,  superimposed  on  bottom  topography,  t he  dashed 


lines  on  the  graph  show  isophase 
two-layer  model. 

landward  of  the  continental  slope  and 
separated  by  distances,  D.  which  are 
of  the  order  of  either  15  or  30  kin; 
taken  together  with  both  the  observed  - 
and  calculated  phase  velocities,  these 
facts  suggest  a semidiurnal  or  a diurnal 
origin ; 

(2)  the  crests  are  nearly  always  ori- 


contours  as  calculated  from  a 


ented  parallel  to  the  local  bottom 
topography  or  can  be  loosely  associa- 
ted with  some  topographic  feature 
seaward  of  their  observed  position,  or 
both; 

(31  the  wavelengths  fall  between  200 
and  10,000  m,  depending  on  the  geo- 
graphical area;  within  a given  packet. 
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there  is  olten  a monotone  decrease  in 
wavelength,  varying  from  X„  at  the 
front  to  X < X„  at  the  hack  of  the 
group; 

(4)  the  lengths  of  the  crests,  h\  fall 
between  a very  few  anil  perhaps  100 
km,  with  a decrease  in  crest  length 
occurring  from  front  to  hack  of  the 
group; 

(5)  the  widths  of  the  slicks,  /j,  are 
often  small  compared  to  the  lead 
wavelength  X„ : 

(b)  the  crests  are  curved  in  a horizon- 
tal plane  with  their  convex  sides 
pointed  in  the  direction  of  propaga- 
tion; the  radii  of  curvature.  A?,.,  range 
from  essentially  infinity  to  a few 
kilometers; 

(7)  as  the  packet  progresses  up  on  the 
shelf,  there  is  some  evidence  of  a 
continued  increase  in  the  wavelengths 
throughout;  an  accounting  for  this 
may  he  had  by  a combination  of  linear 
dispersion  and  nonlinear  effects  akin 
to  solitary  wave  behavior. 

Other  data  off  southwest  Africa  (Apel 
et  nl.,  1975-a)  show  six  distinct  packets 
apparently  radiating  from  a small  source, 
perhaps  a submarine  canyon,  approxi- 
mately 1 50  km  offshore,  with  spacings 
indicative  of  once-a-day  excitation.  If 
such  is  the  case,  these  data  provide 
evidence  that  internal  waves  may  have 
lifetimes  of  several  days,  even  on  the 
continental  shelf. 

III.  Shipboard  Observatioas 

A cruise  with  the  acronym  NYBFR- 
SFX:  New  York-to-Bermuda  Remote 
Sensing  Experiment  was  undertaken 


during  June  and  July  of  1 074  to  verify 
the  interpretations  offered  above;  it  was 
scheduled  so  as  to  coincide  with  three 
consecutive  Landsat-I  overpasses  of  the 
New  York  Bight,  plus  a NASA  U-2  flight 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  cruise.  The  ship 
was  instrumented  with  a salinity-temper- 
ature-depth sensor,  expendable  bathy- 
thermographs, thermistors  towed  in  a 
vee-fin,  and  a 20  kHz,  downward-looking 
acoustic  echo-sounder  to  delineate  inter- 
nal wave  motion  at  depth  (Apel  et  at., 
1 1> 7 5-b ; Proni  and  Apel,  I ‘>75).  Because 
of  weather,  it  was  not  possible  to  obtain 
one  set  of  simultaneous  observations 
involving  all  of  the  available  instrumenta- 
tion. Nevertheless,  an  ample  quantity  of 
cross-correlated  data  was  gathered  to 
enable  us  to  assert  unequivocally  that 
the  spacecraft  imagery  does  indeed  con- 
tain surface  manifestations  of  internal 
waves.  The  U-2  also  obtained  photogra- 
phy and  multispectral  scanner  imagery 
of  internal  wave  packets  in  and  near  the 
Hudson  Canyon;  the  latter  sensor  is  the 
prototype  for  the  Nimbus-G Coastal  Zone 
Color  Scanner  (Hovis,  1975). 

Figure  3 is  a yellow-filtered,  color 
infrared  photograph  made  with  the  Vin- 
ton 70  mm  camera  on  the  U-2  at  20,000 
m altitude,  showing  surface  and  internal 
waves  and  oil  slicks  in  the  sun  glint 
patterns  at  the  head  of  the  Canyon  on 
the  shelf  edge.  For  this  packet, 
X()  — 500  m. 

Figure  4 illustrates  shallow  water  in- 
ternal wave  data  from  the  echo-sounder 
(upper)  and  the  towed  thermistor  (low- 
er), illustrating  a packet  approximately 
150  km  due  east  of  Sandy  Hook,  New 
Jersey  in  some  80  m of  water.  The  water 
was  sharply  stratified  into  two  layers 
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having  upper  and  lower  temperatures  of 
about  1 7 ‘ C,  and  8 " (\  separated  by  a 
10  m thick  gradient  region  centered  at 
approximately  30  m depth.  Clearly  de- 
fined surface  slicks  accompanied  the 
underlying  internal  wave  field.  The  ship 
was  proceeding  at  about  2.5  m/s  from 
the  rear  to  the  front  of  the  wave  group 
while  the  data  of  Fig.  4 were  taken. 

Two  layers  of  acoustic-reflecting  mate- 
rial were  concentrated  in  regions  where 
the  macroscopic  curvature  of  the  vertical 
temperature  profile,  if 2 T/b: 2 . was  the 
largest;  these  layers  are  clearly  seen  in 
Fig.  4.  This  is  in  accord  with  models  of 
acoustic  scattering  from  fluctuations  in 
the  acoustic  index  of  refraction  (Proni 
and  Apel.  Il>75).  Thus  the  measurement 
yields  some  evidence  that,  in  addition  to 
scattering  from  biological  material  the 


mechanism  that  is  usually  invoked  to 
explain  such  reflections  . these  signals 
may  be  partially  returned  from  micro- 
structure and  turbulence  in  the  water 
column.  Both  the  acoustic  measurement 
and  the  coincident  towed  thermistor 
record  yield  a peak-to-t rough  amplitude, 
2tj.  of  about  15  m;  the  latter  record  was 
used  to  evaluate  2r?-(7„  Tt)  (dT/d:T‘ , 
with  7„  and  T,  being  the  maximum  and 
minimum  temperatures  occurring  during 
an  oscillation. 

At  l(>25  UT,  a 135°  turn  was  exe- 
cuted because  the  forward  edge  of  the 
packet,  as  defined  by  its  slick  pattern, 
had  been  passed.  The  wave  coherence  on 
the  new  course  is  somewhat  lower,  as 
may  be  seen  on  Fig.  4.  A power  spec- 
trum for  the  portion  of  the  echo-sounder 
record  to  the  left  of  I <>25  UT  is  shown 
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FIG.  4.  (Upper)  internal  wave  packet  in  SO  m water  off  New  Jersey  as 
observed  by  20  kHz  acoustic  echo-sounder;  (lower)  temperature  record 
from  a towed  thermistor  at  30  m depth.  A I3S  turn  was  executed 
shortly  after  1625  UT. 
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HCJ.  5.  ini  Power  spectrum  from  (lie  portion  of  the  acoustic  echo-sounder  record  to  the  left  of  I <05 
IT  on  Fig.  4;  (b)  spectrum  for  the  thermistor  temperature  record  from  the  same  interval, (c)  acoustic 
temperature  cross-correlation  function;  (d)  acoustic-temperature  cross-amplitude  spectrum.  I'he 
dominant  spectral  component  at  ' cycles/km  corresponds  to  the  dominant  wavelength  observed  in 
Fig.  4. 
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in  Fig.  5;  tlii'  acoustic  time  series  lus 
been  demeaned.  iletremleil,  .nnl  cosine- 
t.ipeieil  in  oulei  to  ol't.un  t lie  speetriim 
shown  Similarly.  \ ee-lin  temperature 
speetia.  anil  acoustic-temperature  eioss 
eorrelation  functions  aitil  eross  speetia 
have  also  been  evaluateil  ami  are  repio- 
ilneeil  in  Fig.  5.  l liese  show  that  the 
osi illations  observeil  using  the  acoustic 
remote  sensoi  are  highly  eouelateil  with 
the  temperature  observations,  a more 
conventional  inclin'd  ol  internal  wave 
measurements. 

I here  are  several  significant  features 
to  be  noteil  in  Fig.  4.  First,  the  oscilla- 
tions are  iiuleeil  packet-like,  having  a 
sharply  defined  leading  edge,  as  was 
observeil  from  the  lamtsat  ami  U-' 
images.  Secoiul,  the  leading  oscillation, 
occurring  at  about  IMS  U I',  is  downgo- 
ing. this  is  in  accord  with  the  solitary 
wave  interpretation  mentioned  above 
(lee  and  Beardsley,  I'^Mi.  Fluid,  both 
the  amplitudes  and  the  wavelengths  de- 
crease toward  the  rear  of  the  packet  ti  e . 
earlici  tiniest;  the  decreasing  amplitude 
is  consistent  with  the  shorter  crest 
lengths  observed  in  the  spacecraft  im- 
ages, since  a small  amplitude  is  accompa- 
nied by  reduced  currents,  which  in  turn 
implies  a reduced  surface  signature. 
Fourth,  the  mean  depth  of  the  upper 
mixed  layer  is  lowered  during  the  pas- 
sage of  the  wave  packet.  Fifth,  the 
packets  observed  from  the  ship  had 
spaemgx  consistent  with  a I'  hr  genera- 
tion interval 

Because  of  clouds  or  bad  weather,  no 
one  packet  has  been  simultaneously 
identified  from  ship  and  spaceeraft ; how- 
ever. all  of  the  data,  including  observa- 
tions of  the  disappearenee  of  surface 
effects  during  winds  above  tv- 8 in  s.  are 


lit 

consistent  with  the  picture  ottered 
above. 


IN'.  Summary  of  Packet  Characteristics 

A schematic  diagram  that  summarizes 
the  salient  features  of  the  packets  is 
shown  on  Fig.  tv  Fins  figure  defines 
several  quantities  used  in  an  empirical 
mathematical  model  for  the  amplitude 
ol  the  packet,  I q.  (');  some  of  the 
quantities  have  been  defined  above  in 
the  list  of  seven  wave  characteristics 
deduced  from  the  satellite  imagery.  In 
terms  of  a moving  coordinate  system 
with  its  origin  at  the  front  of  the  packet 
and  its  v-axis  increasing  toward  the  rear, 
an  expression  for  the  vertical  displace- 
ment, if,  is  given  by 

'ItM  if „A\.  f.vvv)  lf(--ltx  V,  V 4 v' 

r -i  i t-> 

{sin  *v  X , > \ dj  t.-, } 

Ilea'  r j„  is  a normalizing  amplitude.  R, 

( v.i  I describes  the  curvature.  K, . of  the 
crests  in  the  horizontal  plane;  !•’(:)  is  the 
solution  to  the  linear,  vertical-velocity 
eigenvalue  problem  for  the  density  pro- 
file existing;  the  function  v expr-vl 
together  with  the  constant  r,  and  the 
phase,  n,  give  a downgoing  initial  pulse 
whose  mean  depth  and  envelope  decay 
toward  the  tail  of  the  packet;  and  the 
linearly  increasing  wave  number.  A,. 
( I +.v accounts  loi  the  decreasing 
wavelength.  I lie  I's  give  scales  for  the 
various  features  described 

Fins  expression,  while  only  a model  ot 
the  wave  behavior,  nevertheless  contains 
the  important  features  observed  to  date 
Work  o m progress  to  derive  a theory 
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HO.  6.  Schematic  of  internal  wave  packet  showing  characteristic 
lengths  and  features;  (upper)  view  from  surface;  (lower)  view  in  a 
vertical  section. 


from  a basic  viewpoint  that  contains  a 
more  rigorous  rendition  than  this  admit- 
tedly qualitative  behavior. 

V.  Conclusions 


structure  or  biological  material  im- 
bedded in  the  internal  wave  motion  is 
sufficiently  intense.  These  two  remote 
sensing  techniques  together  constitute  a 
set  of  new  tools  for  investigations  of 
high-frequency  internal  waves. 


High-resolution  satellite  imagery  has 
been  shown  to  be  useful  in  studying 
internal  waves  on  the  continental  shelf 
under  conditions  of  clear  skies  and  light 
winds.  Amplitude  information  can  be 
obtained  from  acoustic  echo-sounding 
without  the  necessity  for  temperature 
sensors  whenever  scattering  from  micro- 


VI.  Appendix 

Figure  I is  a contrast-enhanced  nega- 
tive image  of  Landsat-I  image  1.1). 
I3bt>  15079,  Channel  MSS-b.  This 
wavelength  interval,  700  to  800  nm. 
shows  near-surface  effects  most  readily 
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ol  llii’  Unit  MSS  (.'hutmels  I'lto  contrast 
enhancement  was  done  digitallx  bx  ap- 
plx  mg  a linear  stretch  to  the  original 
ilijiit.il  numbers  ‘Mo  ion  a seale  ol  12’) 
so  that  the>  occupv  the  lull  dxnamic 
range  ot  the  film  1 lie  optimum  stretch 
appears  to  be  one  tor  which  the  mlensit) 
histogram  tor  the  oceanic  part  ot  the 
scene  (which  is  nearlx  gaussian)  has  its 
stretched  mean  at  approximate!)  b4  aiul 
has  about  o of  the  energx  falling 
hex oml  the  limits  0 ami  I 2”.  f igure  I is 
geographical!)  distorted  in  the  east-west 
direction  In  a factor  of  ,*MX)  2400 
because  of  the  st/e  of  l aiulsat  pixels,  not 
is  it  corrected  for  earth  rotaiion.  lhe 
mterpretixe  line  drawing,  f ig.  2.  is  geo- 
graphical!) correct,  hoxxexer. 

Maul  ( I ""4 > has  discusses!  more  lull) 
some  enhancement  techniques  for  l and 
sat  oceanic  images  ol  this  txpe. 

I portion  of  this  work  ic.i\  siip/nirted 
h i //»*•  Pelense  iJianeed  Research  /V 
iecls  -lycvici-.  which  assumes  no  resfxmsi 
hililv  lor  the  aeenruev  of  this  re/>ort 
I'he  authors  thank  the  \ational  Ii7x> 
ikiutics  and  S/Kiee  I dministrution  for 
special  Jala  taking  l non  hotli  I andsat  I 
and  the  \ I.V  I l 
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Abstract.  Internal  wave*  on  the  continental 
she  It  oft  New  York  have  been  observed  from  ship 
and  the  KRTS-l  spacecraft,  and  positive  correla- 
tions made  between  surface  and  subsurface  measure- 
ments ot  temperature,  acoustic  volume  reflectivi- 
ty, and  surface  slicks.  The  spacecraft  imagery 
senses  the  qua*  l - pel lod t c variations  in  surface 
optical  reflectivity  Induced  bv  the  Internal 
waves.  The  wave*  appeal  to  be  tldally  generated 
at  the  *helt  edge  and  occur  intermit  tent Iv  in 
packets,  which  propagate  shoreward  and  disappear 
In  water  neat  Mi-m  depth. 

lnt roduct Ion 

Surface  man i t est at  ions  ot  Internal  wave*  have 
frequently  been  identified  during  observat tons 
trom  ships,  aircraft,  and  offshore  towers,  with 
"surface  slicks"  or  "regions  of  enhanced  capil- 
lary waves"  being  terms  used  to  desci  Ibe  the 
state  ot  the  sea  surface  overlying  the  internal 
wave  field.  In  a recent  publication,  we 
report  on  what  appear  to  be  surface  signs  of 
internal  waves  detected  In  visible  and  near- 
infrared  imagery  obtained  from  the  mult l-spect ral 
scanner  on  the  NASA  Karth  Resources  Technology 
Satellite,  KRTS-l  (Aj>el  et  al.,  1475).  These 
stgns  usually  take  the  form  ot  periodic  varia- 
tions In  optical  reflectivity  ot  the  ocean  sur- 
face; thev  have  wavelengths  of  order  500  to  5000 
m and  appear  repetitively  In  several  groups,  or 
packets,  which  are  separated  bv  intervals  ranging 
from  about  IS  to  40  km.  The  surface  manitesta- 
t ions  usual Iv  occur  during  conditions  of  light 
winds  and  relatively  clear  skies. 

While  the  absolute  identification  of  the 
features  In  the  spacecraft  Imagery  a*  being  due 
to  internal  waves  had  not  been  attempted  until 
now,  it  has  nevertheless  been  possible  to  synthe- 
sise a simple,  consistent  internal  wave  model 
that  accounts  tor  moat  of  their  ma lor  character- 
istics. Thev  appear  intermittently  on  the  conti- 
nental shelf  at  intervals  which  suggest  their 
generation  by  semidiurnal  and  diurnal  tides  at 
the  eJge  of  the  shelf  tHalpern,  14711;  thev  seem 
to  be  refractively  controlled  in  phase  speed  and 
propagation  direction  bv  the  mixed  laver  and 
water  depths  and  the  Brunt-Vaisala  profile;  and 
they  largely  disappear  where  the  mixed  laver 
come*  to  occupy  a substantial  fraction  of  the 
water  column.  Nonlinear,  dispersive  behavior  is 
indicated  by  certain  of  their  characterist ics, 
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including  a sharp  onset  and  the  frequent  appeal 
Alice  of  the  longest  wavelength*  at  the  front  ot 
the  packet  ll.ee  and  Beardslev,  14741. 

New  York- to  beimuda  Remote  Sensing  Kxpei  latent 
1NYBKRSKX) 

A cruise  wa*  scheduled  during  June  and  July 
1474  aboard  the  N Y Westward,  a 10-t*  auxiliatv 
staysail  schooner  selected  In  part  tor  her  quiet 
acoustic  characteristics.  The  experiment  was 
primarily  Intended  to  observe  internal  waves  in 
the  New  York  Bight  coincident  with  three  conse 
cut  ive  KRTS-l  overpasses  of  that  region  il.’  June, 
10  June,  IS  July),  during  the  early  summer,  a 
season  when  previous  KRTS  observation*  ot  the 
periodic  surface  features  had  been  most  frequent 
lA^>el  et  al.,  1475). 

The  ship  was  instrumented  with  a saltnity- 
temperature -depth  device  (Sl'l'l , expendable  bathy- 
thermograph* (XBV1 , a horixontallv  towed  under 
water  hull  containing  temperature  and  depth 
sensors,  an  echo  sounder  i-'O-kHr,  .’-ms  pulse, 
l.’°  x 15°  beaml  that  viewed  vertically  downward 
to  delineate  internal  wave  mot  ion  at  depth 
(i'ron l and  Ape l , 14  751  , and  color  and  Inflated 
films  for  photographing  surface  teatuies. 

Preliminary  Results  of  the  Kxpei iment 

Measurements  weie  made  during  approximately 
-’0  days  ot  ship  operat  ton  and  lb  separate  spa,  e 
craft  overpasses.  Because  of  weather,  it  was 
not  possible  to  obtain  one  set  ot  simultaneous 
observat ions  involving  all  ot  the  available 
instrumentation.  Nevertheless,  an  ample  quantity 
of  cross-correlated  data  was  gathered  to  enable 
us  to  assert  unequivocal Iv  that  the  spacecraft 
imagery  does  indeed  contain  surface  manifests 
t ions  of  Internal  waves. 

Ktgs.  l|al  ,v  ibl  illustrate  the  geographical 
area  under  Investigation  on  17  July  147s;  a 
portion  of  the  photographically  enhanced  KRTS  l 
negative  image  Inumbered  1774  l**75-b)  taken 
in  the  near- lnt rared  between  .'lX'  and  800  nm;  and 
a line  drawing  Interpretation  ot  the  periodic 
surface  features.  The  ship’s  track  is  located 
in  the  lover  left-hand  corner  of  Klg.  lial,  with 
the  circle  denoting  its  position  at  the  time  ot 
the  satellite  overpass  — 1*47.5  dHl  and  the 
triangle  the  location  of  a well  defined  internal 
wave  field  encountered  later  on,  at  approximately 
7115  GMT.  Pour  packets  are  visible  in  the  image. 


generally  oriented  along  Isobaths  and  separated 
by  24  to  33  km.  They  have  wavelengths  at  the 
front  of  the  packets  ranging  from  approximately 
400  to  1000  m and  appear  to  be  propagating  shore 
ward,  a view  that  is  substantiated  in  part  by 
the  absence  of  packets  seaward  of  the  shelf 
break  and  in  part  by  the  observed  doppler  shifts 
discussed  below. 

No  surface  slicks  were  visible  from  the  ship 
at  the  time  of  the  overpass,  nor  are  there  any 
apparent  at  that  point  in  the  image.  Nor  would 
any  waves  be  expected  there,  since  the  ship  was 
beyond  the  edge  of  the  shelf  and  hence  outside 
of  the  boundary  of  the  hypothesized  generation 
region.  However,  at  the  position  where  the 
Internal  wave  field  was  encountered  (at  the 
triangle),  slicks  were  visible  from  the  ship. 
Color  photographs  taken  from  the  ship  show  that 
the  slicks  have  the  color  of  reflected  skylight, 
in  the  low  winds  of  3 to  4 m/s;  see  Fig.  2. 

Figure  3 illustrates  temperature  and  acoustic 
data  gathered  during  a maneuver  involving  course 
reversals  that  was  executed  through  the  region 
Indicated  by  the  triangle  on  Fig.  1.  The  upper 
trace  shows  the  temperature  at  a depth  of  29  m 


Figure  2.  Photo  of  internal  wave  slicks 
from  deck  height  (photo  courtesy  of  R.  I, 
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Figure  J (upper) ■ Temperature  trace  at  29  m depth  taken  near  triangle  on  Figure 
1;  (lower) ■ acoustic  reflections  from  two  scattering  layers  at  20  and  33  m 
depth,  and  from  bottom  at  80  m.  Ship  course  was  reversed  midway  through. 


as  obtained  from  the  towed  thermistor.  The  left 
half  of  the  record  was  obtained  during  a 2.5-km 
segment  of  a west-northwest  course,  during  which 
the  internal  wave  packet  of  about  2 km  total 
length  was  encountered;  the  right  half  shows  the 
trace  obtained  during  the  reverse  course.  The 
left  half  shows  down-shifted  and  the  right  half 
up-shifted  oscillations.  The  maximum  tempera- 
ture excursions  were  of  order  b°C.  The  lower 
record  was  obtained  from  the  20-kllz  echo  sounder 
and  clearly  shows  two  acoustic  reflecting  layers 
oscillating  vertically  with  peak-to-t rough  ampli- 
tudes of  approximately  15  m.  The  temperature 
and  acoustic  records  are  In  very  good  correlation, 
with  a 180'  phase  shift  and  with  the  troughs  of 
the  wave  corresponding  to  downward-moving  warm 
water  from  the  mixed  layer  and  the  crests  to 
upward-flowing  cold  water.  An  STD  cast  made 
approximately  one-half  hour  before  the  onset  of 
this  wave  packet  showed  a temperature  profile 
which,  if  oscillated  vertically  by  15  m.  would 
yield  approximately  the  temperature  excursions 
shown  in  the  upper  portion  of  Fig.  3. 

This  same  graph  can  be  used  to  derive  the 
dominant  wavelength.  X,  period,  T,  and  the  pro- 
jection of  the  internal  wave  phase  velocity,  ?. 
along  the  ship  velocity,  u,  by  assuming  negative 
and  positive  doppler  shifts  due  to  the  ship 
motion  on  the  reciprocal  courses.  From  the  down- 
and  up-shifted  wavelengths  on  that  figure,  one 
obtains  approximately 

X S 500  m,  T m 20  min,  c - 0.35  m/s, 

where  a ship  speed  u • 1.5  m/s  has  been  used. 

The  phase  end  group  speeds  for  a 500-m  wave- 
length are  about  0.5  m/s  for  X - 500  m,  as  cal- 
culated from  the  observed  density  profile,  for 
which  2*/N  - 140  s. 

Returning  ?o  Fig.  1,  the  wave  packet  that  is 
closest  to  the  one  shown  on  Fig.  3 has  a wave- 
length of  approximately  l>00  v and  a packet  length 


of  about  3 km,  values  quite  near  to  those  ob- 
served from  the  ship.  In  addition,  the  tsophase 
lines  of  the  packet  appear  to  be  nearly  parallel 
to  the  isobaths,  and  it  is  quite  reasonable  to 
assume  that  the  Isophase  fronts  of  the  wave 
group  marked  by  "O.b  km"  can  be  extended  toward 
the  southwest  parallel  to  the  bottom  topography, 
out  of  the  F.RTS  picture  and  to  the  region  of 
ship  observation.  During  the  seven-hour  time 
delay  between  satellite  overpass  and  shipboard 
measurements,  the  waves  would  have  propagated 
only  about  ten  km  toward  the  northwest  and 
could  thus  be  expected  at  about  the  location 
shown.  Assuming  constant  phase  and  group  speeds 
of  0.35  m/s,  the  wave  packet  would  progress 
about  33  km  shoreward  in  25  hr.  This  is  close 
to  the  spatial  intervals  observed  on  Fig.  1, 
which  suggests  once-daily  generation. 

Additional  spacecraft  and  shipboard  data  show 
weakly  developed  internal  wave  striatlons  on 
12  June  1974,  a calm,  moderately  clear  dav. 
However,  on  13  June  1974  no  evidence  of  slicks 
was  visible  either  on  the  ERTS  image  or  from 
the  ship;  this  was  a day  of  fresh,  7-8  m/s 
northeasterly  winds,  and  slicks  apparently  do 
not  form  under  such  conditions. 

Another  experiment  (a)  established  that  the 
echo-sounder  was  indeed  quantitatively  observing 
internal  waves;  and  (b)  showed  the  location  of 
the  reflecting  layers  relative  to  small-scale 
temperature  gradients.  Figure  4(a)  (left)  shows 
two  XBT  traces  obtained  on  l July  1974;  one  was 
taken  at  the  crest  and  the  other  at  the  trough 
of  an  Internal  wave  packet  that  was  propagating 
past  the  ship  while  it  was  adrift.  The  packet 
was  accompanied  by  a well-defined  series  of 
slicks.  The  temperature  traces  show  the  thermo- 
oline  oscillating  up  and  down  with  approximately 
a 20-min  period  hy  an  amount  r|(r)  that  depends 
on  depth  x;  by  differencing  the  two  traces,  one 
may  obtain  the  displacement,  which  is  shown  on 
the  right.  The  lowest  order  mode  is  clearly 
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creat  (dotted  line).  Cross-hatching  shows  regions  of  Intense  acoustic  reflec- 
tions, as  In  Figure  3.  (Right) . Displacement  of  Isotherms  shows  dominant  first- 
order  mode. 


the  dominant  one,  but  higher  order  modes  are 
also  present.  Coincident  STD  data  demonstrate 
that  the  water  column  Is  statically  stable,  with 
the  temperature  Inversion  shown  being  offset  by 
Increased  salinity  In  that  region. 

The  coincident  towed  thermistor  and  echo- 
sounder  records  also  yielded  data  on  this  inter- 
nal wave  field.  These  traces  (not  reproduced 
here)  appear  quite  similar  to  those  on  Fig.  3. 
The  acoustic  record  shows  two  reflecting  laminae 
that  undergo  vertical  excursions  whose  ampli- 
tudes and  phases  are  In  excellent  agreement  with 
those  shown  on  the  towed  temperature  and  XBT 
records.  The  locations  of  these  reflecting 
layers  are  Indicated  by  the  hatched  regions  of 
Fig.  4(a)  and  are  clearly  associated  with 
depths  where  the  macroscopic  curvature  of  the 
temperature  record,  32T/3z2,  Is  the  largest. 

This  Is  in  accord  with  models  of  acoustic  scat- 
tering from  fluctuations  In  the  Index  of  re- 
fraction. Thus  the  experiment  yields  some 
evidence  that,  in  addition  to  scattering  from 
biological  material — the  mechanism  that  Is 
usually  Invoked  to  explain  such  reflections — 
these  signals  may  be  partially  returned  from 
microstructure  and  turbulence  In  the  water 
column. 

Conclusions 

The  combined  measurements  of  horizontal  and 
vertical  temperature  variations,  density  struc- 
ture, acoustic  reflections,  and  spacecraft 
Imagery  have  shown  that  the  periodic  features 
aeen  In  ERTS  Images  tsken  over  the  New  York 
Bight  arc  Indeed  surface  slicks  assoc iated  with 
oceanic  Internal  waves;  that  such  waves  appear 
to  be  generated  at  the  edge  of  this  part  of  the 
continental  shalf  approximately  once  a day;  that 
thay  propagate  as  Intermittent  high-frequency 
packets  whose  wavelengths,  phase  apeeds,  and 


periods  are  consistent  with  the  vertical  density 
profiles  and  depths  for  the  area;  and  that  they 
are  detectable  by  high-frequency  acoustic  echo 
sounders.  Thus  the  combination  of  spacecraft 
Imagery,  which  yields  synoptic  scale  data,  and 
echo  sounding,  which  provides  amplitude  Infor- 
mation on  a more  restricted  scale,  appears  to 
offer  useful  tools  for  Investigations  of  higher- 
frequency  Internal  waves  on  the  continental 
shelves. 
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Observations  of  Oceanic  Internal  and  Surface  Waves  From  the 
Earth  Resources  Technology  Satellite 

John  R Aphl,  H.  Michael  BvRNh,  John  R Proni,  ani>  Rohiri  L.  Ciiarnfii 

illai tin  Oieanographu  and  Meteorological  Laboratories.  Lmironmemal  Research  Laboratories.  MM  < 

Miami.  Honda  .0149 

Periodic  tenures  observed  on  the  ocean  curtace  I roni  rhe  harlh  Resources  Technology  Satellite  I have 
been  interpreted  a*  surface  slicks  due  to  internal  wave  packets  I hey  appear  to  be  generated  at  the  edge  ol 
the  continental  shelf  by  semidiurnal  and  diurnal  tidal  actions  and  propagate  shoreward  Nonlinear  effects 
apparently  distort  the  wave  packets  as  they  progress  across  the  shell  1 his  observational  technique  con- 
stitutes a new  tool  lor  delineating  two  dimensions  of  the  internal  wave  held  under  certain  limited  con- 
ditions 
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\isible  manifestations  of  internal  waves  on  the  ocean  sur- 
face mas  be  due  to  al  least  two  mechanisms,  either  of  which 
modulates  the  short  surface  wave  structure  rather  than  causes 
any  change  in  optical  rcAectiviiy  or  light  absorption  at  depth 
T he  lirst  mechanism  suggests  that  the  high  velocity  of  surface 
water  arising  from  the  large  internal  wave  amplitude  sweeps 
together  surface  oils  and  materials  to  form  a slick  in  regions  ol 
surface  water  convergence,  and  thus  the  surface  reflectivity  is 
increased  (f.Vmg.  1950,  Shand.  I95J|  The  second  mechanism 
predicts  that  capillary  wave  energy  is  focused  in  the  con- 
vergence /ones  due  lo  surface  stress,  and  thus  the  small-scale 
roughness  is  enhanced  and  the  surface  reflectivity  ts  decreased 
and  Hughes.  1972;  Thompson  and  IfVil,  I972|  In 
either  case,  quasi-pcriodic  surface  features  will  be  produced 
under  light  wind  conditions,  and  such  effects  are  very  often 
seen  at  sea 

figure  l.i  is  a photo  taken  from  an  ai  era  I1  in  the  Caribbean 
during  Homes  in  1969  that  shows  a series  of  what  almost  cer- 
tainly must  be  internal  waves  propagating  from  the  left 
overlaid  at  nearly  right  angles  by  much  shorter  wind  wavcs(R 
H Grossman,  private  communication,  1974).  A ship  wake 
crosses  from  left  to  right  The  length  of  the  internal  waves  is  to 
a very  rough  approximation  near  2(X)  nt.  figure  16  illustrates 
internal  waves  being  generated  by  a tide  rip  and  shows  at  least 
three  distinct  wave  trains  propagating  at  different  angles  |/o- 
lond.  IffOl 

Periodic  surface  slicks  may  generally  be  seen  from  the  air 
under  conditions  favorable  for  viewing  oil  on  the  sea,  t e , at 
low  sun  angles  or  in  the  sun  glitter,  when  light  or  moderate 
winds  prevail 

Gfnfration  Mechanisms 

Internal  waves  can  be  generated  by  a wide  variety  of 
mechanisms.  Wind  stress  that  excites  a spectrum  of  surface 
waves  is  one  source  [Phillips.  |966|.  In  this  case,  wave-wave 
scattering  between  two  surface  oscillations  of  wave  vectors  and 
frequencies  «,  and  u>„  u>,.  respectively,  generates  an  internal 
wave  whose  parameters  are  set  by  the  conservation  rules  a.  - 
a,  a,  and  m,  - u>,  w,  The  amplitude  of  the  internal  wave  is 
partially  determined  by  the  surface  wave  amplitudes,  the  in- 
terference pattern  decays  exponentially  with  depth  with  a scale 
given  by  I |a,|  and  thus  makes  itself  felt  at  levels  where  inter 
nal  waves  may  propagate 
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A second  mechanism  for  generating  internal  wavcv  is  the 
scattering  of  barotropic  tidal  energy  into  internal  baroclimc 
tides  by  bottom  roughness  or  by  the  discontinuities  presented 
by  the  edges  of  continental  shelves  or  island  arcs  [Rattras . 
I960;  Halpern.  1971).  The  relative  importance  of  different 
topographies  in  transforming  tidal  motions  into  internal  wave 
motions  is  unknown.  This  phenomenon  is  difficult  to  observe 
in  nature;  extant  evidence  suggests  that  up  to  ' < of  the  J \ 10" 
W energy  dissipation  required  to  account  for  (he  lengthening 
of  the  day  may  be  ascribed  to  such  scattering  [Hendershott. 
I97.t|.  Thus  island  arcs,  continental  shell  edges,  and  shallow 
submarine  sills  become  important  regions  in  which  lo  make 
observations  of  internal  waves 

A third  mechanism  that  can  cause  internal  waves  is 
shear  flow  instability  [Ranrav.  I960.  Phillips,  |9wr]  In  regions 
of  the  ocean  having  large  baroclimc  currents  accompanied  bv 
horizontal  stratification,  small  fluctuations  in  depth  of  a given 
stratum  can  gr.vw  to  large  amplitudes  in  an  oscillatory  way  by 
mechanisms  generally  akin  to  the  Kelvin- Helm  holt/  instabili- 
ty. An  indication  of  the  onset  of  this  growth  can  be  obtained 
by  evaluating  the  gradient  Richardson  number  Ri.  where  Ri 
S'  t u„  P r )*  Mere  S is  the  Brunl-VilisJlii  f requeues,  and 
Pu„  P:  is  the  vertical  shear  in  the  horizontal  baroclimc  current 
speed  u„(z),  which  may  be  due  to  a mean  motion  or  a tidal 
current  The  onset  of  the  growth  generally  occurs  when  Ri  ap- 
proaches 'a  (or  less)  The  oscillation  amplitude  is  usiiallv  a 
maximum  at  some  intermediate  depth,  t.e  . ts  an  unstable  in- 
ternal wave  This  mechanism  may  be  responsible  for  the  gen 
eration  of  short-period  internal  waves  from  baroclimc  internal 
tides  of  semidiurnal  periods  or  in  regions  of  western  boundary 
currents. 

Rrts  I Orsfrvations  of  Internal  Wavfs 

Periodic  or  quasi-pcriodic  features  in  or  on  the  ocean  have 
been  detected  on  many  Erls  I.  Skylab,  and  U S Air  force 
Dapp  meteorological  satellite  images  taken  over  both  con- 
tinental shelf  and  deep  ocean  areas;  to  date  we  have  observed 
these  features  off  the  North  American  east  and  west  coasts,  the 
Gulf  of  California,  the  African  east  and  west  coasts,  northern 
South  America,  the  central  Pacific,  and  the  Celebes  Sea  1 hese 
features  are  almost  certainly  surface  manifestations  ol  internal 
waves  that  are  made  visible  to  the  spacecraft  by  one  ol  the 
mechanisms  described  above  that  serve  to  'tag'  the  waves  dm 
ing  winds  which  are  well  below  whitecapping  speeds 

The  observations  will  first  be  presented,  and  then  arguments 
will  be  made  to  support  the  internal  wave  interpretation 
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lig  In  Aircraft  observations  of  internal  waves  during  Bomex  (Idhd)  (latitude  I V’N.  longitude  V>  y'W  I Also  shown 

arc  surface  waves,  a ship  wake,  and  wind  rows 


I ig  \fr  Additional  aircraft  photo  ol  internal  waves  [Stwml  l*)M| 


Surface  effects  on  the  coni  mental  shelves  figure  ’ is  a stan- 
dard 1 rts  image  taken  with  the  I ris  I multispectriil  scanner 
southeast  of  New  York,  it  is  printed  as  a positive  image  and 
shows  1 ong  Island  at  the  top  and  New  Jcrscx  at  the  lelt  I he 
scene  dimensions  are  IH4  \ iX4  km',  north  lies  approximatelx 
102*  counterclockwise  from  the  horizontal  edges  I he  scene 


was  taken  in  orange-red  light  between  bttO-  and  700-nm 
wavelength,  at  approximately  l(X)7  I 1 on  August  Ih.  147’ 

I he  large  white  oh'ccts  in  the  center  of  the  picture  are 
high -alt  it  lisle  clouds;  southeast  of  the  mouth  ol  the  Hudson 
River  two  U-shaped  acid-dumping  events  are  visible,  little 
else  of  oceanographic  interest  is  apparent. 
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Kig  3.  Figure  2 alter  computer  enhancement  via  contrast  stretching  Main  oceanographic  features  are  now  visible 
including  packets  of  internal  waves  separated  b>  12  to  15  km  flower  right-hand  corner) 


geographical  location  over  and  over  or  be  so  well  oriented  with 
respect  to  the  bottom  topography.  (2)  Neither  could  the 
features  be  large  surface  gravity  waves.  The  observed 
wavelengths  are  of  the  order  of  4(X)-I(XX)  nt;  if  these 
represented  surface  waves,  their  periods  would  he  16-25  s. 
Fven  if  the  slopes  were  as  small  as  one  in  50,  the  surface  wave 
heights  would  he  of  the  order  of  7-15  m,  and  such  a small  rnts 
slope  could  not  account  for  the  one-in-eight  brightness  change 
that  the  features  represent  on  the  image.  On  Figure  3,  for  ex- 
ample. the  observed  sea  state  was  World  Meteorological 
Organization  code  I -2  with  significant  wave  height,  //,  , -■»  0.5 
m.  Therefore  surface  waves  arc  eliminated  as  a possibility.  (5) 
Finally,  discussions  with  NASA  Cioddard  Space  Flight  t enter 
personnel  (W  Movis,  private  communication,  1972)  have 
ruled  out  instrument  artifacts  as  a source  because  of  the 
somewhat  irregular  nature  and  orientation  of  the  periodic 
variations. 

The  remaining  possibility  is  that  the  features  arc  the  result  of 
oceanic  internal  gravity  waves  In  light  seas,  such  oscillations 
often  have  surface  slicks  associated  with  them  whose  origins 
may  be  as  described  above  The  result  of  cither  mechanism  is  a 
periodic  variation  in  surface  roughness  and  hence  in  optical 


reflectivity  that  defines  the  internal  wave  held  beneath.  Such 
slicks  are  common  at  sea  [SAumf.  1953;  LaFond.  1962). 

To  support  further  this  hypothesis,  refraction  calculations 
have  been  performed  by  using  published  bottom  topography 
and  compared  with  the  propagation  patterns  on  Figure  3 A 
simple  two-layer  model  [l.amb.  1932).  together  with 
topographic  data  and  density  profiles  derived  from  bathy- 
thermographs for  the  area  in  question  (obtained  a day  after 
the  Frts  1 overflights),  was  used  to  compute  the  progression  ol 
a plane  wave,  originating  in  deep  water,  up  on  the  continental 
shelf  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hudson  Canyon.  The  predicted 
phase  speed  (u>  *)  for  conditions  extant  at  the  time  of  over- 
flight is  about  0.25  nt  s.  The  wave  train  was  assumed  incident 
normal  to  the  edge  of  the  continental  shelf.  This  is  probably 
not  a necessary  assumption,  since  for  wavelengths  of  the  order 
of  these,  phase  orientation  due  to  refraction  is  so  strong  that 
by  the  time  they  have  progressed  to  the  area  of  (he  image, 
the  wave  fronts  would  be  rendered  nearly  parallel  to  contours 
of  local  topography . 

Figure  7 a also  shows  the  results  of  this  calculation  by  way  ol 
a comparison  between  the  observed  wave  packets  and  an  ar- 
bitrarily spaced  set  of  phase  fronts  (dashed  lines)  as  computed 
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I ig  4 I he  New  ^ erk  high!,  Mav  M.  141  < Note  the  weak  development  ol  an  mletnal  wave  held  in  the  lower  light  hand 
corner  atul  the  large  number  ol  chips  and  ship  wakes  visible 


from  the  two-laver  dispersion  relation  Both  theorv  and  obser- 
vation show  the  wave  fronts  advancing  more  rapidlv  in  the 
deep  water  over  the  Hudson  Valiev  than  on  the  adjacent  con 
(mental  shell  I he  overall  agreement  is  quite  good 

I hus  all  the  evidence  indicates  that  the  periodic  features  in 


these  l rts  I photos  are  internal  waves  that  are  being  delected 
bv  their  associated  surface  slicks,  these  waves  have  most  likclv 
been  generated  bv  tidal  action  at  the  shell  edge  and  are  being 
refracted  as  thev  move  up  onto  the  shelf. 

One  pair  of  I- rts  I images  has  alVorded  a possible  determina 
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It)!'  I he  New  York  higltl,  July  (t,  1473  Note  the  more  pronounced  tnlcin.il  »,ne»  compared  with  t hose  in  I igure  4 


lion  of  both  the  propagation  speed,  via  time  delay 
measurements,  and  the  generation  interval  between  the  inter- 
nal wave  packets.  Figure  X was  taken  on  July  2d,  I '>7  4,  exactly 
24  hours  before  and  approximately  1 10  km  to  the  east  of 
Figure  b.  These  two  images  have  a good  deal  of  overlap  in 
coverage,  allowing  observation  of  the  same  geographical  area. 
Visible  are  two  sets  of  packets  in  the  lower  center  left  of 
Figure  X,  separated  by  24  to  34  km.  Figure  4 is  a line  drawing 
showing  the  packets  on  Figures  b and  X.  These  packets  could 
he  standing  lee  waves  created  by  the  bottom  topography  but 
more  likely  are  propagating  groups  of  waves  When  it  is  as- 
sumed that  the  packets  arc  propagating,  il  is  possible  to  arrive 
at  an  advance  of  about  30-33  km  for  a given  packet  during  24 
hours  (solid  to  dashed).  Note  as  well  the  aforementioned 
spatial  interval  between  packets  observed  on  a given  day,  also 
about  30  km  on  both  days  (solid  to  solid  or  dashed  to  dashed) 
This  near-equality  of  the  bctween-packet  intervals  with  the 
distance  of  advance  argues  for  daily  or  near-daily  genera- 
tion and  implies  a phase  speed  of  about  0 3.'  m s,  which  is 
what  one  would  expect  from  a 50-m-deep  mixed  layer  with  a 
density  contrast  2k/>  />  10  1 in  the  depth  of  water  m 

this  region. 

T igure  10  shows  how  the  wavelengths  on  Figure  4 vary  with 
fronl-to-haek  position  in  the  packets,  as  is  taken  at  two 


separate  sectors  in  the  easternmost  group  on  that  image.  1 here 
is  clearly  a strong  tendency  observed  here  and  in  most  other 
satellite  images  for  a given  packet  to  have  longer  wavelengths 
at  its  front  than  at  its  rear.  This  is  probably  due  to  a combina- 
tion of  a nonlinear  finite  amplitude  effect  with  the  dispersive 
character  of  the  waves,  as  was  recently  discussed  by  / fr  ami 
Beanlslry  |I474|.  A detailed  study  of  these  types  of  features 
should  yield  considerable  insight  into  the  physics  controlling 
large  amplitude  internal  wave  propagation. 

Figure  II,  which  was  made  on  November  2X,  1472.  oil 
southwest  Africa  just  north  of  Cape  Town,  shows  six  packets 
of  surface  signatures  apparently  radiating  from  a small  source 
at  the  center  left  The  area  visible  is  about  ISO  by  2.'0  km.  On 
Figure  12  a line  drawing  of  the  packets  superimposed  on  bot- 
tom topography  is  shown,  with  the  depth  given  in  meters  II 
the  interpretation  of  these  signatures  as  propagating  tidally  ex- 
cited internal  wave  groups  is  accepted,  then  the  image  shows 
evidence  that  internal  waves  may  have  lifetimes  on  the  shell  ol 
several  days.  (Density  data  for  this  time  and  place  have  not  yet 
been  obtained,  and  so  no  refraction  calculations  have  been 
made.)  Also  shown  in  Figure  II  arc  the  intervals  between 
packets,  ranging  from  41  to  20  km  as  shore  is  approached,  as 
well  as  the  lengths  of  the  leading  waves,  which  increase  from 
I b to  3 .'  km  as  shoal  water  is  reached  The  dependence  ol  the 
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147.1  Note  the  well-developed  imcm.il  wave  fields  In  this  picture  thcic  i» 
,i  ship  wake  longer  ihun  40  km 


packet  separations  anti  length  of  leading  ss a\ elenjith  a>  a tune- 
non  of  ilistance  ami  water  depth  is  shown  m Insure  14  lhis 
curious  hehasior,  wherein  the  overall  packet  sutlers  retarda- 
tion as  she  depth  decreases  while  the  leading  edge  portion  is 
apparent!)  accelerated,  mas  he  an  anomal),  or  it  nta>  he  a 
highls  significant  dsnaimc  effect  More  studs  and  additional 
data  are  ohviousls  required 

•\  suniinars  of  the  important  characteristics  of  the  surface 
slick  patterns  in  continental  shell  regions  follows 

I I he  waves  occur  in  groups,  or  packets,  separated  hv  dis 
lances  that  are  ol  the  order  of  either  l>  or  'll  km.  which. 


together  with  the  calculated  phase  velocities,  suggest  a 
semidiurnal  or  diurnal  tidal  origin 

- l'hev  arc  nearly  always  oriented  parallel  to  the  local  hot 
tom  contours,  as  is  expected  of  shallow  water  waves 

' None  have  vet  been  found  in  I rts  images  during  the 
winter  or  spring  in  the  areas  investigated  to  date 
4 \ repeated  concentration  of  energy  occurs  in  the  Hud 

son  Valiev  in  the  vicinity  of  <v0-  to  SO-  in  depth,  prohahlv  ow 
mg  to  generation  and  focusing  of  waves  hv  the  headlands  neat 
the  Hudson  Canyon  at  the  edge  of  the  shell 

' I he  wavelengths  fall  between  UH>  and  4lHkl  in  and  have 
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Fig  7 (irographically  corrected  line  drawing  of  the  internal  wave  fields  ohserved  in  I igures  »,  4.  and  ft 
superimposed  on  the  bottom  topographs.  The  dashed  lines  on  (at  show  isophuse  contours  as  calculated  from  a simple 
internal  wave  model 
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phase  speeds  near  0 25  m s,  «nh  a longer  distance  between 
crests  and  a greater  extent  of  the  packet  occurring  on  the  in- 
shore side  and  shorter  wavelengths  and  smaller  packet  extent 
on  the  offshore  side,  the  reasons  for  some  of  these 
characteristics  arc  not  vet  clear. 

b There  is  some  evidence  of  a continued  lengthening  ol 
the  distance  between  crests,  especially  in  the  front  of  the 
packets,  as  the  group  progresses  up  on  the  shell;  an  accounting 
for  this  max  be  had  by  a combination  of  finite  amplitude  and 
dispersive  effects. 

Surtiii  f tflet'l.t  obterveti  in  Jeep  water  I he  data  show  n 
thus  far  have  been  taken  on  or  near  continental  shelves,  in 
water  depths  less  than  about  MX)  m \erx  limited  numbers  ol 


1 rts  I images  have  been  taken  over  deep  water  in  the  open 
ocean,  of  which  two  scenes  arc  shown  in  f igures  14  and  15 
f igure  14  illustrates  a photographically  enhanced  image  ol  a 
portion  of  the  deep  Indian  Ocean  taken  on  December  4,  1472; 
equatorial  east  Africa  is  visible  on  the  left.  The  continental 
shelf  in  this  part  of  Africa  extends  only  a few  lens  of  kilometers 
off  the  coast.  Quusi-periodic  structures  are  apparent  in  the 
cloud-free  center  portion  of  the  scene  hav  mg  a scale  of  2-4  km 
and  relalivelv  little  coherence.  In  the  lower  right  there  is  a 
detinue  change  in  the  orientation  of  the  structure  1 hese 
features  lie  approximate!)  in  the  southward-flow  mg  Somali 
current,  the  image  was  taken  at  a time  of  year  when  the  current 
m the  region  usually  undergoes  sharp  spatial  and  temporal 
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Fig  4 (ieographically  corrected  line  drawing  showing  wave  packets 
from  Figures  P and  8 


variations  due  to  the  shifting  monsoon.  It  is  thought  that  the 
structure  in  question  may  he  a surface  signature  of  deep  water 
internal  waves;  however,  no  sea  truth  is  available  for  this  area, 
and  so  such  an  interpretation  must  remain  speculative 
Another  ocean  scene  is  shown  on  Figures  15  and  lb.  These 
F'rts  I data  were  taken  in  the  North  Pacific  at  about  40'" N, 
I60°W  in  September  I47.V  Figure  15  has  dimensions  of  42  X 
184  km*  and  is  a computer-enhanced  negative  print  showing 
cumulus  clouds  in  the  south  and  a peculiar  surface  mottling  in 
the  north  having  a scale  of  a lew  kilometers.  In  this  latter 
region,  a microscopic  examination  shows  an  expanse  of  sur- 


face waves  approximately  ’00  m in  length  propagating  toward 
the  southeast  away  from  a low  pressure  cell  several  hundred 
kilometers  away,  having  wind  speeds  of  10  to  15  m s. 

A more  detailed  look  at  a 15  X 18  km  sector  of  this  region  is 
shown  on  Figure  Ibu,  which  clearly  illustrates  two  trains  ot 
surface  gravity  waves  of  nearly  equal  wavelength  intersecting 
at  approximately  15°,  as  well  as  the  mottling  mentioned 
above;  the  latter  is  seen  to  be  very  roughly  periodic  wuh  an 
average  'wavelength'  of  about  2.5  km  and  approximately  a 
north-south  orientation.  Figure  I b/>  is  the  logarithm  of  the 
two-dimensional  Fourier  transform  of  Figure  Ibu  and  shows 
the  spatial  frequency  components  of  the  mottling  near  the 
origin  and  those  of  the  surface  waves  as  two  concentrations  of 
energy  separated  by  about  15°  at  nearly  equal  wave  numbers 
Under  the  suspicion  that  the  origin  of  the  mottling  might  be 
found  cither  in  (M  surface  wave  interference  effects  or  (2)  in  the 
kind  of  internal  wave  generation  process  arising  from  wave- 
wave  scattering  that  was  discussed  earlier,  we  have  applied  the 
wave  vector  conservation  rule  *,-«,»  «,  to  the  scene.  The 
magnitude  of  «,  agrees  with  that  of  the  wave  vector  ot 
the  mottling,  to  within  10%;  its  angle,  which  is  nearly  at  40  to 
the  mean  value  of  «,  and  agrees  to  within  20°.  Such  agree- 
ment does  not  prove  that  either  of  the  above  processes 
suggested  arc  at  work,  of  course,  but  such  interpretations  are 
at  least  consistent  with  the  data.  Obviously,  further  controlled 
experiments  are  required. 

The  surface  stress  hypothesis  might  explain  the  visibility  of 
internal  waves  on  the  surface  of  a moderately  rough  ocean 
having  a wind  blowing  over  it  unj  Hughts.  1472).  The 

horizontal  surface  currents  associated  with  internal  waves  are 
large,  being  of  the  same  order  as  the  phase  velocity  of  the 
waves  themselves;  they  are  oriented  approximately  either 
parallel  or  antiparallel  to  the  direction  of  propagation  and 
have  opposite  directions  m parts  of  the  wave  separated  in 
phase  by  (2n  Ilf.  Aw  ind  field  superimposed  on  the  currents 
will  excite  a capillary  ultragravity  wave  spectrum  that  is 
steeper  where  the  wind  opposes  the  internal  wave  current  than 
where  it  is  parallel  to  it.  This  periodic  variation  in  the  slope 
spectrum  would  lead  to  periodic  variations  in  the  optical 
reflectivity  that  might  serve  to  delineate  the  internal  wave  in 
the  deep  sea  to  high-altitude  sensors,  much  as  surface  slicks 
serve  to  do  in  continental  shelf  waters  The  diflercnce  in  the 
two  cases  is  that  the  slick  cannot  maintain  its  integrity  at  wind 
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seen  on  figure  8 
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Fig.  12.  Line  drawing  of  packets  of  Figure  II  together  with  bottom  topograph). 
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Fig.  13.  Leading  wavelength  and  inlerpackel  separation  as  a func- 
tion of  distance;  from  Figures  II  and  12. 


velocities  above  whitecapping  speeds,  whereas  the  above 
mechanism  may. 

Surface  effects  in  the  Florida  current.  Figure  1 7 is  presented 
as  a final  example  of  possible  internal  waves  observed  from 
Erts  1.  This  is  a contrast-stretched  negative  image  of  the 
Florida  current  made  on  August  18,  1972,  with  Miami  located 
near  the  upper  portion  of  the  photograph.  At  the  bottom 
center  near  the  mean  axis  of  the  current  is  a group  of  periodic 
striations  oriented  roughly  northwest-southeast  and  extending 
approximately  30  km  along  the  direction  of  mean  flow.  The 
distance  between  stripes  is  about  800  m.  It  is  thought  that  these 
are  surface  signs  of  internal  waves  excited  by  and  propagating 
along  the  Florida  current.  Periodic  surface  slicks  in  this 
general  region  are  common  at  sea,  and  acoustic  echo-sounding 
from  ships  has  indicated  that  internal  waves  often  underlie 


m 


such  slicks  [ Proni  and  A pel.  1975).  The  mechanism  for  their  lag  internal  waves  under  conditions  of  light  w inds  has  been  ob- 

generation  is  quite  possible  a shear  flow  instability.  On  the  lained  by  the  authors  in  a recent  cruise  between  New  York  and 

westward  side  of  the  current  in  the  region  of  cyclonic  horizon-  Bermuda.  The  data  are  only  partially  analyzed  and  will  be 

tal  velocity  shear  the  vertical  velocity  and  density  gradients  are  published  in  the  near  future  [A pel  el  at  . 1974). 

sometimes  such  that  the  Richardson  number  for  the  flow  ap-  The  limitations  of  the  satellite  technique  appear  to  be  as 
proaches  '«.  Diung's  11973)  data  give  values  for  Ri  that  indicate  follows:  light  wind  and  clear  sky  conditions  must  prevail,  high- 

incipient  instabilities  may  occur.  Once  again,  the  theoretical  frequency  internal  waves  on  the  shelf  are  most  visible,  and 

conditions  that  indicate  the  existence  of  a mechanism  for  coverage  is  limited  by  satellite  dynamics  and  sensor 

generating  internal  waves  have  to  be  verified  by  simultaneous  characteristics.  No  amplitude  information  is  currently  de- 

tield  and  satellite  measurements.  rivable  from  the  spacecraft  images.  However,  as  the  ac- 

companying paper  shows  [ Proni  and  Ape!.  1975).  this  missing 
Summary  and  Conclusions  dimension  to  the  internal  wave  field  may  be  partially  ob- 

tained via  acoustic  echo  sounding,  so  that  a more  nearly 
Convincing  proof  of  the  assertions  that  (I ) the  periodicities  complete  picture  of  the  three-dimensional  field  may  be 
observed  on  Krts  I images  are  surface  slicks  and  (2)  the  slicks  obtained 


Photographically  enhanced  I ris  image  of  a portion  ol  the  deep  Indian  Ocean  off  equatorial  east  Mrica 

taken  on  December  4.  |47? 
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